Introduction 


The pick and parcel approach of reading the Old 
Testament has always astounded me. Most readers who 
say they read the Bible will often go through Genesis, 
and will know Psalms 23. The truly daring will venture 
into some verses in Proverbs, Isaiah, and perhaps a few 
other books, but a reader with an end to end under- 
standing is rare. The Old Testament! is too daunting and 
irrelevant in the minds of many people. This need not be 


the case. 


1 Second Corinthians 3:14 of the New King James Version says, “But 
their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains un- 
lifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken 
away in Christ.” Most other versions of the Bible use the phrase “old 
covenant” in this verse instead. The word “testament” also means 
“covenant.” Both these words are translated from the Greek word 
“61a8nkn.” However, if you could go back to Biblical times you would 
not be able to see the same Old Testament we have today. What is 
referred to here as the “Old Testament” is actually the Law of Moses 
given to the children of Israel to live by in order to remind them what 
was to come. For example, the sacrificial lamb represented Christ’s 
“future” sacrifice. What we refer to as the Old Testament today is 
much more than what the people of New Testament times understood 
as these reminder rituals in the Mosaic Law. Our modern-day Old Tes- 
tament not only includes The Law given by Moses, but also many his- 
torical accounts of the Israelite nation, some of Israel’s wisdom litera- 
ture, poetry and songs, as well as many other prophetic writings given 
to Israel throughout the ages. 


What | Heard 


This method of incomplete reading is very strange 


to me because many other works of holy writ have their 
foundation based in the Old Testament. Paul’s letters? 


that form most of the New Testament doctrines, for ex- 
ample, are based on his extensive study and under- 
standing of the Law of Moses and the various writings of 
the Prophets. Paul’s doctrines center around the lessons 
of the Old Testament. Paul, unfortunately, didn’t have a 
direct relationship with the mortal Messiah or John the 
Baptist as you might think. Paul never had the opportu- 


nity to walk and talk with either. 


2 Paul was born around 4 BC with the birth name of Saul of Tarsus in 
a part of the world now known as Turkey. Because of where he was 
born, Paul was a Roman citizen. Saul was his Hebrew name. Paul was 
his Roman name. Saul’s family lineage was from the Israelite tribe of 
Benjamin. His father was a Pharisee who made his wealth in the man- 
ufacture and sales of tents and tenting equipment. 

Paul (Saul) was an undersized wimp, but he had a brilliant mind. He 
could speak the local language of the people in his city which was 
Aramaic, as well as the languages of his rulers: Latin and Greek. He 
could speak Hebrew, the language of his people. Because of his in- 
credibly sharp mind, his dad sent him to Jerusalem to receive the best 
education money could buy. He studied under Gamaliel for years and 
became a lawyer. He was on the fast track to becoming a member of 
the Sanhedrin, the Supreme Court of the Jewish people. 

One of Saul’s quests was to eradicate the cult that threatened his 
people’s religion. He was convinced this was the job God called him 
to do. Then something pivotal happened and Saul became Paul the 
“apostate.” Paul spent the remainder of his days working tirelessly for 
the cult he once tried to destroy. 
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The Old Testament is written in a poetic style which 
allows the reader to have different experiences and un- 
derstanding of its content with each reading. It is unlike 
any other spiritual writing. Most spiritual writings speak 
to the reader more-or-less directly, even if you keep 
noticing new things or your understanding changes.? The 
Old Testament, on the other hand, seems to me to be 


built more like an onion. 


As you read the Old Testament again and again, 


another layer is peeled back revealing something new. In 


3 The Koran tells you throughout the book, such as 10 Jonah (Yunus) 
15, that it contains “clear revelations.” In 14 Abraham (Ibrahim) 4 it 
states, “We never sent any messenger except in the language of his 
people, to make things clear for them,” and concludes its purpose by 
declaring in 24 The Light (an-Nur) 1 that, “We have revealed, and 
made obligatory, and revealed in it clear Verses, that you may take 
heed.” 

The Book of Mormon claims in 2 Nephi 25:4-7 that the Old Tes- 
tament prophets, like Isaiah, are “not plain” and goes on to explain 
that you can’t fully understand the Old Testament writers unless you 
were “taught after the manner of the things of the Jews.” Nephi con- 
cludes in verse seven by saying, “I proceed with my own prophecy, 
according to my plainness.” 

In the New Testament you’ll come across the words of Jesus 
saying in John 16:25, “All this | have spoken to you in veiled language. 
The time is coming when | shall no longer speak to you in veiled lan- 
guage, but will tell you about the Father in plain words.” After Jesus’s 
resurrection Paul told Roman converts in Romans 6:19 “I am using an 
example from everyday life because of your human limitations.” In 2 
Corinthians 4:2 Paul told the Corinthians that he doesn’t distort the 
word of God but declares it plainly. 
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my recent reading of the Old Testament, | wrote what | 
heard. These are not necessarily quotes but rather, an 
understanding of what | was reading. They are written in 
the form of “life lessons” learned in a style and manner 


that makes sense to me. 


You'll notice a few things about the arrangement of 
this book. First, the order of this book is not the order 
you will find in the Old Testament. The arrangement fol- 
lows time, as | understand it, rather than the traditional 
order. At times, dates are the estimated year with the ac- 
tual historical frame being unknown.4 Other years given 
are a range or estimated start or ending year of the nar- 
ration. Other dates | use are precise because of the ref- 
erence to verifiable events and calendars that the partic- 


ular book refers to. 


Secondly, you will notice the wording of each book 
might not be in the order you find them in the original. 
Rather, the order | have used for each individual book of 


the Old Testament is in a sequence that makes more 


4 Many time periods not associated with verifiable calendars will vary 

wildly, depending on the source you ask. The main point for the year- 

date in this book is to sequence events in a chronological order rather 
than to give you an actual time frame, which can only be surmised. 
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sense to me. The wording is how | would describe each 
life-lesson if | had written the original rather than how 


past writers penned it. 


Thirdly, you will notice that much is left out. | flipped 
open one of my Bibles and saw that the Old Testament 
ended on page 1184. This narrative is much shorter than 
the Old Testament. Like life, | made the choice not to 
address certain things and pursued other ideas that 
caught my attention. The ideas | pursued are often 
summarized. At other times, | combined texts that | 
deemed so closely related that | considered them one 


book, such as the first and second Chronicles of Ezra, 


Ezra, and Nehemiah, Ezra’s spiritual Supervisor. 


With that in mind | would like to encourage you to 
make your own investigation into the things | write in this 
book. After all, this is only what | decided to write which 
might not be the message that you need to see. With 
prayerful study of the complete Old Testament, it is my 
belief that you will find the message you need to hear. 
There are many versions of the Bible written in different 
styles. Some older versions, such as the King James 


version, are more poetic sounding but are harder to un- 
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derstand. Newer versions, such as the Good News 
Bible, uses a more modern language style but, can con- 
vey a slightly different message. | believe that it is impor- 


tant to keep these differences in mind. 


Lastly, | want you to know that | did not go toa 
higher institution of learning and receive a degree in He- 
brew, Greek, ancient philosophy or the like, but rather, 
studied these things out of curiosity. If you have a degree 
in one of those studies, | am sure you would disagree on 
at least something | said and probably have a good rea- 
son for doing so. For example, you may say something 


like, “That refers to the Babylonian sword not to the end 


of the world.” | would reply, “Types and shadows of the 


past are a reflection of our future.” 


| am not a scholar of the Bible. I’m a lover of the 
Bible. What that means is that | am not trying to figure 
out the earthly origin and exact intent of the author. How 
| look at all scripture is that life experience is eternal and 
repeats itself over and over. | call this a, “Type and Shad- 
ow.” In other words, when | am reading, | am asking how 


this applies to me and what these words teach me. | im- 
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plore you to do the same. Explore the words and ask 


yourself how the words apply to you. 


Here is what | heard. 


What | Heard 
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Circa 1900 BC 


Job Remains Faithful 


| lost everything in one day. My children all died at 
the same time. My entire wealth was completely de- 
stroyed like falling dominos. My friends turned their 
backs on me, all at once. | struggled my whole life and 
lived a life of devotion to God. Now, | am sick with some 
painful skin disease and find only criticism. People don’t 
feel sorry for me. They imagine | must have done some 
great evil to deserve all this because, “What a man 
plows and plants he also reaps.” They have blatantly ac- 
cused me saying, “The truth remains that you do not 
prosper because you are wicked!” They would accuse 


the leaf for being blown about by the wind. 


| don’t understand why this is happening, or if there 


is no reason at all. What | know is that others have suf- 
fered and others will suffer. | understand that, for some 


reason, all life is a struggle and there is both good and 
bad in it. | ask myself, “Should | only accept good things 


from the hand of God and never anything bad?” | then 
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realize | must accept life as it comes to me, no matter 
what it holds. Even if God slays me personally, | have 


made the choice to trust in His plan for me. 


The Living Redeemer’s words are more necessary 
to me than food. Does misfortune change that? Should 
my attitude change? There seems to be wicked people 
all around me whose existence is satisfying. But one day 
that sweet life will be gone. What then? They now enjoy 
the sweet taste of wickedness. Does that mean they will 
go on to enjoy milk and honey with God? No! Their good 
life will be gone and forgotten like a pleasant night dream 


and they will find themselves in the toil of a hard day. 


They say to God, “Go away! We don’t want Your 
ways! We want no part of You! Why should we obey? 
Look at Job. What good will it do for us to pray?” They 


reason that all prosperity is of their own doing. 


What they don’t realize is God’s treasure cannot be 


seen by even the best eyes. They don’t realize that God’s 
wisdom is not among the living, yet it is more valuable 
than the purest gold. All too late it will be clearly appar- 


ent to the wicked that wisdom included the fear of God, 


10 
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and forsaking evil demonstrated a true understanding of 


what was to come. 
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Circa 1440 BC 


Moses Writes His People’s Genesis 


| fled Egypt and gratefully worked as a shepherd for 
many years. |am married and have family and flocks. 
That you, my children and people, may have this for your 
learning, | will write down our oral history beginning with 
our first parents. Our first parents taught us that sin has 
consequences. It is a good thing to have control and do 
what is right. But when you refuse, watch out! Sin is 
crouching at the door and is eager to control you. You 
must learn to subdue sin. You, not sin, must be in charge 
of your life. When you let sin influence your choices, you 
not only destroy yourself, you also influence others 


which can destroy your community. 


Before man saw the rainbow or blue sky, because 
of the constant covering of fog and cloud, we all lived in 
a rich garden. The soil was never too dry to grow plants 
and it was warm enough that there was plenty to eat all 


year round. It was a very different place where all living 


° Estimated to be some time before 4000 BC. 
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things were more diverse, bigger, and lived longer than 
now. There were only shallow valleys and rolling hills 
rather than the snow capped peaks overseeing the 
desert. Back in that time, the land and the people were 


all one. 


Men began to indulge in evil things rather than to 
suppress sin. God sent good people to tell us that The 
Lord would not tolerate such behavior much longer. 
One-hundred and twenty years before man was nearly 
wiped out, a farmer named Noah started to build a sanc- 
tuary. When it was time, his family and many animals en- 


tered the finished sanctuary and were saved. 


Something suddenly happened where mighty tor- 
rents of water erupted from the ground® and mighty tor- 


rents of rain came from the sky. There was so much wa- 


6 If these events came as a result of a massive meteor, the movement 
of the earth would exert sudden pressure on the water table. The nat- 
ural phenomenon is known as soil liquefaction. A demonstration at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMWkKTuRgJjY is a 1 minute and 39 
second YouTube video demonstrating liquefaction. As the earth 
shakes, structures collapse, and waters gush out of the ground. Me- 
teor debris would also cool atmospheric moisture causing condensa- 
tion and precipitation. The meteor would also expel some of the at- 
mosphere beyond earth’s gravitational pull causing further environ- 
mental changes. Earth’s crust would be disturbed causing tectonic 
plate movement where land masses would collide into each other 
causing other changes such as mountain ranges. 
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ter that even the hills were completely covered. In the 


sanctuary Noah and his family were safe,’ but Ham 
brought evil with him. Today Ham’s descendants are the 
Philistines, the Canaanites, and the Hittites. One of the 
many crimes of Ham was stealing and hiding Adam’s 


coat made by The Lord. 


Adam’s God-made garment was given to Enoch, 
who gave it to Methuselah, who gave it to Noah. No de- 


scendant put it on until Ham’s grandson Nimrod owned 


’ They spent about a year in the ark. I’m guessing it must have been a 
long year. 


8 g 

Approximate locations of these three people’s positions around the 
Mediterranean area. Moses was not saying that only these three peo- 
ples were descendants of Ham. He was saying that these common 
enemies of Israel were the descendants of Ham. 
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it. Ham hid Adam’s God-made garment from Noah and 


gave it to his first born son Crush, who gave it to his son 
Nimrod. The stolen coat gave Nimrod unusual powers 
when he wore it and he became the first heroic warrior. 
By all his victories he established the first great empire of 
man.°? From that time on, if anyone became a mighty 


warrior they were compared to Nimrod. 


When man was beginning to grow, but still small in 
number (we had only 730 men in our entire clan),!° we 
started to notice the earth was separating. The separa- 
tion began in the days of our ancestor Peleg who was 
named for this division of all things. Not many genera- 
tions after this, Abram was born. Abram, our exalted fa- 
ther, became Abraham the father of many. He believed in 
The Lord, and The Lord counted him as righteous be- 


cause of his faith. 


29 The Mesopotamian civilization, which Babylonia is associated with, 
appeared over 3000 years prior to the establishment of the Egyptian 
civilization. 


10 Some information about man’s beginnings mentioned here comes 
from the Book of Jasher (See Joshua 10:13 and 2 Samuel 1:18) and 
other ancient writings which survived time but were not included in 
the Old Testament. 
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Abraham bore Isaac and Isaac, at sixty years old, 
fathered Jacob.'! Jacob left his family as the sun was 


setting. When Jacob entered into a covenant with God 


he then saw God’s face. He named the place where he 


saw God “Penuel''!? or “The Face of God.” Jacob had 
many sons but his favorite was Joseph because Joseph 
was the son of his favorite wife. This led his other sons 
to conspire and they sold Joseph as a slave. Then, they 
faked his death to hide what they had done. They 


thought he would die alone and be forgotten. 


But, this is not what happened. Joseph was sold 
into Egypt. There, he rose to great power. The Pharaoh 


named Joseph “Zaphenath-paneah,” which means, 


11 Estimated by some to be a little before 2000 BC. 


12 This word is 5x129 in Hebrew. 
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“God's power of life and death.”'3 Joseph married Asen- 


ath, the daughter of Potiphera, the priest of Heliopolis, 


13 Egyptian writing started around 4000 BC. By the First Dynasty, 
around 3000 BC, important events, elements of government adminis- 
tration, and kingships appeared. By the Third Dynasty, or the Old 
Kingdom, full blown stories emerged. According to Barry Kemp’s 
book, Think Like an Egyptian, hieroglyphs are codified artistic repre- 
sentations which include ideographs. Modern symbols of language, or 
letters, make sounds and can be used for most all languages. For the 
Egyptians, their symbols are the ideas of their world with a distinct 
cultural mind-set and could not be readily used for any other lan- 
guage. The following is a representation of the name of Joseph as it 
may have appeared in Egypt. It is read right to left. 


(em oF Ut fi 


The first group of symbols on the right is a god and the ensign “to be 
divine.” The next group is a scepter, the arm of effort and force, and 
the owl. All these represent power. The line between the owl and the 
scepter means this group of symbols are emphasized. The third group 
shows the symbol of life, sun, water, soil, and bread telling a brief sto- 
ry of how Joseph gave /ife to Egypt. The last set of symbols on the left 
show death with symbols of a mummy, the night heavens when all 
things are at rest, and a restful shade tree. 
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city of the sun-god Ra.'4 Asenath bore Joseph two sons, 
Manasseh and Ephraim who were considered Egyptian 


high-nobility. 


Rather than seeking revenge for his brother’s ac- 
tions, Joseph counted it as divine will and blessed his 
brothers and their families. In all, Joseph brought 70 
members of his family to live with him in Egypt. That was 
over 400 years ago and the people of Israel are still in 


Egypt, and now number in the millions of people. 


14 According to The Hermetica written by Thoth the Egyptian sage, 
Ra is the visible sun-god who causes all material things to be seen. 
However, in the Hermetica, Ra is subordinate to “The Supreme One 
God” who is also called “Atum” (At-um) the “All Father.” According to 
Thoth all beings, like Ra, are subordinate administrators to Atum. It is 
interesting that Moses opted to take, from his Egyptian past, the 
name of “Atum” the “All Father” and use “Adam” the “Father of All” as 
a name for his allegorical message of man’s need of God’s grace. See 
http://web.archive.org/web/20211125163047/https:// 


ia802802.us.archive.org/35/items/thehermetica.thelostwisdomofthep- 
haraohsbytimothyfrekepetergandy/The%20Hermetica. 


HW20The%20Lost%20Wisdom%200f %20the%20Pharaohs%20by%2 
OTimothy%20Freke%2C %20Peter%20Gandy.pdf for a reading of The 


Hermetica, The Lost Wisdom of the Pharaohs. 
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Circa 1400 BC 


Moses and His People Depart Egypt 


These past forty years | have happily been a shep- 
herd until God spoke, commanding me to set Israel free 
from the corruption of Egypt. | Know God is my Master 
and it is He that decides who speaks and who does not. 
God decides who hears or not and who sees or does 
not. At this time, He did not yet reveal His whole self but, 
He did reveal to me the name Yahweh which was un- 


known to our fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 


Because | have been taught the ways of God by the 
priest of Midian,'!> my father-in-law, | began teaching the 


people of Israel right from wrong in hopes they will 


PPS we” 


15 


Midian is a land located just east of the Sinai Peninsula and the Gulf 
of Aqaba. 
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abandon the ways of Egypt. | taught that if a man 
caused you to lose an eye you should not kill him but 
only take what is equal and fair: no more than his eye. | 
taught them that they must not follow the crowd in doing 
what is wrong, and they must not follow the gods of 


Egypt. They should not even mention their names. 


God’s Cherubim'® are tasked with guarding God’s 


Atonement, which is why The Son of the Morning’s"” be- 


trayal was so complete and severe. Likewise, Israel was 


16 Cherubim is the plural word form of cherub. Depending on the 
artist they are depicted as anything from a chubby baby to a huge 
fearsome being. 


17 In Hebrew “nw -)a” or “ben Sa-har’” is translated as “son of the 
morning” indicating a “light-bringing” or “truth-bringing” being. 
Ezekiel 28 compared the King of Tyre as a shadowing of this fallen be- 
ing by saying in verse 13, “You were in Eden, the garden of God.” 
Verse 14 continues, “You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for | 
ordained you. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked 
among the fiery stones.” Verses 15-17 tells of the fall by saying, “From 
the day you were created you were blameless in your ways—until 


wickedness was found in you.” 16: “By the vastness of your trade,* 
you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So | drove you in dis- 
grace from the mountain of God, and | banished you, O guardian 
cherub, from among the fiery stones.” 17: Your heart grew proud of 
your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor; 
so | cast you to the earth” The morning star thus became the fallen 
star. 


* The word “trade” came from the Hebrew word “}n927” which 
implies this cherub was trying to peddle something that opposed 
God. 
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in deep betrayal of protecting the covenants made 
through Abraham. | anointed high priests and taught 
them to honor the Sabbath so Israel could remember 
that it was only The Lord that made them holy. On the 
Sabbath day the people set aside everything to concen- 
trate on remembering The Lord, because |, Moses, knew 


how man quickly turned away from the ways of God. 


Through a long series of events, we were able to 
leave Egypt and its worldly ways. We were to be purified 
in the desert before returning to our home country. We 
set up a Meeting Tent where | spoke to The Lord, face- 
to-face as one friend speaks to another. But | was not 
the only one. Aaron, Nadab,'® Abihu,'9 and seventy oth- 
ers saw and spoke with The Lord God face-to-face as 


one man speaks to another. In that holy place we 


learned of The Lord’s mercy and compassion for those 


He elects. | had an ark built to hold The Lord’s written 


words. On the top of this ark the Cherubim of mercy and 


18 His name comes from the Hebrew verb 27) meaning to “donate” or 
“volunteer.” 


19 The name comes from the Hebrew noun ax and the pronoun xin, 
giving his name the meaning of “Worshiper of God.” 
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compassion were placed on each end of the Place of 


Atonement to protect it. 


| learned of The Lord’s jealousy about His relation- 
ship with His people. There in the desert place, | learned 
which ones were “willing” because of their hearts being 
stirred by The Lord. | learned all who are eager to help 
are those that give freely without expecting compensa- 


tion. | saw the best and worst in man. 


Moses Continues His Teaching in Leviticus 


| taught Israel many things to bring them back to 
The Lord. As the people slowly realized their guilt, they 
acknowledged their shortcomings. Certain things are not 
good to eat and drink even if they taste good. Certain 
things are not good to say and do even when we feel like 
saying and doing them. There is a difference between liv- 
ing a Clean life and an unclean life. There is a difference 


between the sacred and the profane. 
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Still we do wrong, so | showed the people how 
God’s Atonement worked. A whole and perfect goat?° 
was our sin offering to remove our guilt and to remind us 
how we become pure so we were right before The Lord. | 
reminded them that the blood, given in exchange for a 
life, makes purification possible. Purification of the peo- 
ple’s spirits brings to the community living in purity be- 
fore The Lord. They were taught not to oppress others 
and to be generous to the poor and the stranger, so their 
religion was lived daily. They will Know they are pure 
when they no longer copy the customs of the nations 


around them. 


| taught them new ways to rejoice not only ina 
weekly Sabbath, but yearly festivals such as the Festival 
of the Unleavened Bread,?' the Celebration of First Har- 


vest,22 the Festival of the Trumpets,?° the Day of Atone- 


20 This is where we get the word “Scapegoat” meaning: One who is 
innocent of the crime they are being punished for. 


21 This is also known as The Passover. 


22 This is also known as Shavuot and celebrates the harvesting of the 
summer grain crops. 


23 This festival was held in fall to mark the end of the agricultural year. 
It started with trumpets to call for introspection and resolution to do 
better. 
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ment,24 the Festival of Shelters,25 and other special cele- 
brations such as the Year of Jubilee,26 which reminded 


them to proclaim freedom from tyranny and sin. 


Moses Shows the Order of Things in Numbers 


Since we were yet a nation without our father’s 
land, we were required to be on the move. | organized 
divisions of 2,500 to 6,000 people to take care of needed 
things. The numbers varied in each organization, but 


each group was roughly the same size at all times. 


For example, the Kohathite division, made up of 
priesthood holding Levites, carried things from the 


Tabernacle to the next destination. The Gershonite divi- 


24 This is also called Yom Kipper and is the holiest day of the year 
when Israel celebrates a restored relationship between the people and 
God. 


25 This was also called Sukkot, Feast of Tabernacles, or Feast of In- 
gathering where the men of the Covenant gathered in The Lord’s 
Shelter or Tabernacle. It is considered the longest and biggest feast 
memorializing God’s holy dwelling place. 


26 This is written as bar in Hebrew. Every fiftieth year all slaves and 
prisoners are set free, all debts are forgiven, property is returned, the 
land is rested from planting, and the mercies of Yahweh are fully real- 
ized. 


26 


What | Heard 


sion performed general service. The Merarite division 
was in charge of the heavy loads. Those older than fifty 
years of age could be assigned as gatekeepers and 
guards for the Tabernacle but no longer did heavy work. 
There were those who were in charge of music. There 


were those that baked bread with salt representing the 


“goodness” in making covenants. 


Covenants reminded the people that they must 
obey The Lord’s Laws instead of following their own de- 
sires. Since, unlike the world, all are equal before God, 
there must be but One Law for all. There were those who 
served as officials and judges. There were those who 
performed ceremonies. There were supervisors for each 
capacity of service. The priesthood given to us from God 


is a gift with the special privilege of service. 


God gave us Manna?’ to eat so the people would 
be humble when they realized they needed to rely on 
God for life. If they realized this need in The Lord, our 
people could trust and grow to be good. Soon my peo- 


ple became tired of endless wandering. As a test to see 


27 Manna is written as yn in Hebrew and sounds like you are almost 
saying, “mean” which is Egyptian for “what” as in, “What is this?” 
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if the people trusted in God rather than their own arm, | 
sent spies into the land of the descendants of Anak.28 
Since the people of Anak were so large, most of the 
spies came back frightened. Even though the land was 
good, the people did not believe they could conquer it. | 
knew then that the people of Israel were not ready be- 


cause their faith was weak. 


Moses Gives Israel Courage in Deuteronomy 


| told the people: 


28 “Anak’s” refers to the giant aborigines occupying the lands approx- 
imately east of the Jordan River. 
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“The peoples you know as the Anakites, Emites, 


Rephaites, and Zamzummites are giant powerful men.22 
But, have you forgotten what God has done for you? You 
were all weak slaves to the most powerful nation on 
earth. Yet, God brought you out of that land with a strong 
hand and a powerful arm. Not even all the chariots in 
Egypt could stop you from leaving. Their whole army 
was destroyed, even to this day. You were personally 


shown that God rescues all who trust in Him! 


“This should have been enough, but God did more 


for you. The Lord personally wrote the Ten Command- 


29 Tidbits about the Anak’s: Anakites means “long-necked” and are a 
people who lived in the hills southeast of Hebron. Emites were a large 
and numerous people living near the land of Moab. Rephaites means 
“Terrible Ones.” Zamzummites was an Arabic name referring to the 


giants living east of the Jordan River. 
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ments for you so you would come off as conquerors and 
remain free. You were taught to repeat these command- 
ments at home, on the road, when you went to bed, and 
when you woke up. You were told to tie them to your 
heads and hands and put them on your post and gate so 
you would never forget them. You were taught to love 
The Lord with all your heart, soul, and might and to 
teach your children to do the same. You see all that God 
does, but you seem to lack understanding. You must re- 


spect God in order to thrive and not die out. 


“You were taught that if you have an affection for 
sin, your entire family and those around you will be af- 
fected. When you put other things before God, you be- 
come weak with corruption. If you have become weak, 
you must turn around and search for God with all your 
heart and soul so you will find Him, gain strength through 


Him, and not be destroyed. 


“Egypt’s culture taught you to satisfy the desires of 


your flesh and you put the things of the world first. When 
you had your fill, you forgot The Lord, your God. The 
Lord taught you that you cannot think of filling your belly 


with the things of this world. You don’t live by eating 
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bread, rather, you live by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. 


“In Egypt, you made offerings to their gods to ap- 
pease them. But the living God cannot be bribed when 
you rebel and decline to do His will. He is the great God, 
the mighty and awesome God, who shows no partiality 
with bribes. He alone is your God, the only one worthy of 


your praise and service. 


“A righteous person does NOT base their decisions 
on what they fear. Do not add to what The Lord tells you. 
Do not diminish the things He tells you. Do not change 
anything or rationalize that some things are important 
while others are not! Do not be hard-hearted and tight- 
fisted with what God wants from you. The Lord requires 
that you serve Him with your whole heart. Be generous 
with Him and He will be generous with you. Do this and 


He will make us successful. 


“You say these people are too powerful and you 
would rather just make peace with them. Don’t you recall 


what happened in Egypt? Egypt welcomed you with 


open arms and gave you much, even their best lands. 
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Their gifts clouded your judgment. Later you ended up 
as their slaves. If you offer peace, what do you think will 
happen? They will accept your peace and you will once 
again become forced labor. You will once again abandon 
your covenants and be destroyed as a people. Do you 
want peace with them or do you want to take back the 


land The Lord gave to your fathers?” 


With that, Israel had enthusiastic courage and 
killed all these tribes of giant people. The thirteen foot 
King Og°° was the last to die. To prevent the people of 
Israel from imitating corrupt customs, every Hittite, 


Amorite, Canaanite, Perizzite, Hivite, and Jebusite we 


30 Og is aiy in Hebrew and phonetic sounds like “Ogue” which means 
to “bake” as in baked bread. 
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came across was killed and soon the whole land feared 


us.31 
End note: 


Moses died when he was 120 years old. He had 
perfect eyesight and was as strong as anyone at the 
time of his death. In that 120 years, he had three distinct 
lives. For the first forty-years he lived a privileged life in 
Egypt. For the next forty-years he lived as a shepherd. 


There, in the desert, he must have been considered poor 


31 Hittites are the ancestors of modern day Turks. Amorites are peo- 
ple who originally came from northeast of Baghdad. Canaanites are 
people from the eastern shores of the Mediterranean. Perizzites are 
people who inhabited the areas south and southwest of Mount 
Carmel in Canaan. Hivite's once inhabited the lands between Mount 
Hermon to Gibeon in Palestine. The Jebusites were once a people 
from around the region of Jerusalem. 


Canaanite | 
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by Egyptian standards but discovered a different kind of 
richness in the blessing of faith and family. He devoted 
the last forty-years? of his life to help the people of Is- 


rael understand their relationship with God. 


32 The number 40 represents transition or change to the Hebrew peo- 
ple. According to the Talmud (Avot 5:26), at age 40 a person transi- 
tions from one level of wisdom to the next. Symbolically, Moses was 
in a worldly level of understanding until he was 40. For the next 40 
years Moses lived a new level of understanding. His final 40 years was 
spent in his final and highest level of understanding in mortality. See 
https://jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/6248-forty-the-number for 
more information. 
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Circa 1375 BC 


Joshua Continues in Moses’s Stead 


|, Joshua, led the people of Israel back into their 


ancestral lands and began to drive out the people found 
there. | told Israel, “Banish fear and doubt and be bold 


so you will succeed. Remember that God is with you al- 


ways.” The people of Israel are a new and obedient peo- 


ple that are willing to say, “We will go!” 


We must continue to be vigilant because we all tend 


to warp and twist what we are told. | constantly remind- 
ed the people of Israel not to deviate from The Lord’s 


commandments by making the Laws stricter or more lax. 
If we did, we would end up no better than anyone else in 
the land. 
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When we crossed the Jordan we set up a circle of 


stones and called it Geliloth.3 The people of Reuben 
and Gad called the place “Witness” for they said, “It is a 


witness between us and them that The Lord is our God 
too!” For it was a practice among us not to even mention 
the names of the pagan gods, but to cling tightly to The 
Lord. 


If we abandoned The Lord to serve other pagan 
gods, The Lord would turn against us and let us be de- 
stroyed even though He has done so much for us. 
Therefore we are reminded that we must love The Lord, 
walk in His ways, obey His commandments, hold firmly 
to Him, and serve Him with all our heart, might, mind, 


and soul. 


33 Also called Gilgal. The meaning can be interpreted as the people 
rejoicing over the new age of Israel as to what God had planned for 


them. According to https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/ 
Geliloth.html the parallel verb 39>, (gi/) expresses a circular motion as- 


sociated with expressions of joy and celebration (dance). Nouns 97 
(gil) and 19> (gila) mean a rejoicing. The noun 5° (gil) describes a cir- 
cle or time: an age. 
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Circa 1300 BC 


Judges Rule After Joshua’s Death 


The human heart is in bondage to sin and quick to 
turn from faith, but God’s mercy and grace offers deliv- 
erance as we turn toward The Lord. The Lord raised up 
judges to rescue Israel, and these governors led Israel in 
dark times. But as soon as the judges died the people 
turned to corruption, served pagan gods, and did what- 


ever seemed right in their own eyes. 


When Israel turned from God The Lord said, “You 
once cried unto Me and | delivered you. Now you serve 
other gods. | will not rescue you anymore. Go and cry 
out to the gods you have chosen! Let them rescue you in 
your hour of distress.” 
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Circa 1250 BC 


Ruth’s Devotion to God 


When Ruth's husband, Mahlon, died she decided to 
accompany her mother-in-law to the lands of Israel 
rather than to stay in her own country with her family.%4 
Ruth told her mother-in-law, “Where you go, | will go. 
Your God shall be my God.” 


In the new land of Israel, Ruth met Boaz. On their 
meeting Boaz said to Ruth, “May The Lord, The God of 
Israel, under whose wings you take refuge, reward you 
fully.” They were later married. Their son was Obed, the 
father of Jesse, who was the grandfather of King David. 
From seemingly small decisions great things can hap- 


pen. 


agin 


34 Ruth was from Moab located 
on the other side of the Dead Sea. Moab often had conflicts with Is- 
rael as evidenced by such passages as Judges 3:12-14. 
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Circa 1050 BC 


The Time of King David 


The Lord does not see things as humans do, and so 
humans often rebel. Even the priests of Israel often 
treated The Lord and His Law with contempt. If a person 
sins against another person, The Lord can mediate for 
that guilt. But when one has contempt and sins against 
The Lord, who can intercede? Because the people fol- 
lowed their own ways rather than The Lord’s way, they 
stumbled in darkness. Because of wickedness found in 
Israel, messages from The Lord were rare, and visions 


were quite uncommon. 


The Lord’s prophet reminded Saul not to be stub- 


born and rebellious as Pharaoh and the Egyptians were. 


But, from an evil people come evil deeds. War with the 
bearers of Ham’s corruption soon took peace away. Is- 


rael was an Ichabod without glory and they stood in fear 
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as the nine-foot Philistine champion, Goliath from 


Gath,°5 taunted them. 


David's family were humble shepherds, yet David 
believed that it is The Lord that rescues His people and 
that the battle belonged to Him. Since The Lord was Is- 
rael’s Ebenezer, David gathered five stones of help when 
faced with the giant foe. Before David kills this Philistine 
champion he declares, “You come with your sword and 


spear and shield, but | come in the name of The Lord of 


Hosts!” 


The tall and handsome Saul used to be a good man 
when he was first chosen to be king. Instead of being 
grateful, Saul kept a jealous eye on David after the peo- 
ple sang, “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands.” The jealousy consumed Saul more and 
more until the spirit of The Lord left him. Estranged from 


The Lord, the enemy's arrows struck Saul and he fell on 


35 According to the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, “gath” 
means “winepress.” Gath was one of the five chief cities of the 
Philistines and had a walled defense. Consensus of opinion in modern 
times fixes the site of Gath upon Tell es-Safi (White hill) located 22 
miles (35 kilometers) northwest of Hebron. See http://biblehub.com/ 
topical/g/gath.htm for more details. 
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his own sword, demonstrating we can be our own worst 


enemy. 


In David’s sorrow, he composed a funeral song for 
his former king and his best friend Jonathan ben Saul. 
David called the song “The Song of the Bow” and wrote 


it down in the Book of Jasher. 


David saw he was wronged much of his life, but be- 
lieved The Lord would bless him for it. Life is meaningful 
and God devises ways to bring us back when we have 
been separated from Him. To the faithful, he’s faithful; to 
those with integrity, He shows integrity; to the pure, He is 


pure; but to the shrewd, He is shrewd. 


Our lives are like water that is poured out on the 
ground —it cannot be gathered up again. We must there- 
fore be careful how we live. David began to prosper. But, 
in his power, he forgot the source of power. David had an 
inner circle of friends and elite warriors who stayed close 
by his side and guarded him and the palace. These men 
all lived close by and were at the king's disposal at a 
moment's notice. This elite group was known as “David's 


Thirty” of which Uriah the Hittite was a member. How low 
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do we go to do what we want rather than doing what 


God wants? 


David's rebellion against the will of The Lord was 


rewarded with the rebellion of Absalom, who made war 


against David, his own father. David declares his hope- 
lessness as he says, “Darkness is under my feet and the 


bow of steel is broken in my arms.” 


As David traveled to meet Absalom for battle, 
Shime the Benjammite came out to throw rocks at David 


and insult him. His guard asks if they should kill him. 
David replied, “No. My own son is trying to kill me, and 
this man is only cursing me.” When Absalom was killed 
by Joab while fleeing, David’s sorrow was complete as 
he lay weeping, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son 


Absalom! Would God | had died for thee, O Absalom, my 


son, my son.” 
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Circa 1000 BC 
Praise God in Psalms 


Does my help come from a mountain fortress? No. 
My help comes from God: strength in the battle’s heat. 
God is my loving ally, my tower of safety, my rescuer. 


He is my shield, and | will take refuge in Him. 


The Lord is kind and merciful, not harsh like | deserve. 
When a man refuses to change, The Lord reaches down. 
He draws me from deep waters; He is my only hope. 


His love removes sin as far as the East is from the West. 


True sacrifices to God are a broken and contrite heart. 
If | stumble and fall, The Lord holds my hand ’til | get up. 
He has pleasure in those who respect and trust Him. 


When they die they are precious in His sight. 


O Lord, | trust in You God and give my life to You. 
| search continually for You and find strength. 
| thirst for Your goodness and mercy; they protect me. 


Let all that | am praise thee O Lord! 
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There was a time when | wouldn’t admit | was a sinner. 


| ran with fools who said, “Let’s break God’s chains and 
free ourselves from His slavery.” | became: animal. 


My dishonesty made me miserable and filled my days 
with frustration. In my darkness there was weeping. 


| needed a map and The Lord’s Law was my chart, my 
guide, my light in the darkness. 


| was tired of hanging out with people who hated peace. 
| am for peace. | long for peace. 


| thought about the wrong direction | was headed and | 
turned around and ran back to You. 


| realized that those who love Your Law have peace in 
their heart and mind because truth is in Your Law and 


Your commandment’s foundation is Truth. 


You forgave me and healed my wounds. You ransomed 
me from hell. You surrounded me with loving kindness 
and tender mercies. In The Lord, | find joy and | have told 
others the Good News! 


You corrected me and my thanks was living as | should. 


Don’t forsake me and let me slip into sin again to make a 
mess of things! Help me want to do Your will always. 


Help me even to obey Your Laws in my thoughts. 


What a blessing to constantly obey! 
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The Law protects us, keeps us wise, gives joy and light. 


Rejoice and say, “Thanks for Your kindness!” It’s good to 
rejoice every day for The Lord’s faithfulness. 


Teach us to number our days and recognize how few 
they are; help us to spend them as we should. 


Our present lives are but dreams. One day we will awak- 
en to our true selves as one awakens from a dream of 
things that never really was. 


End Note on Psalms: 


Most of the Psalms were meant to be played with a 
ten-string harp or lyre, and cymbals or crotales. King 
David wrote at least half of the Psalms with the other half 
being written by various other artists such as the Levite 
Asaph, the sons of Korah, Herman and Ethan the 


Ezrahites, and Moses. 
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Circa 970 BC to 640 BC 


Wisdom and Folly in Kings 


Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anointed 
Solomon who ruled with wisdom and peace. Solomon’s 
father, David, was never able to build the Temple be- 
cause there was always a war he had to fight. When 
Solomon completed the gold-covered Temple, it was 
ninety-feet long, thirty-feet wide, and was forty-five feet 


high to accommodate three stories of rooms. 


Solomon’s dedicatory prayer foretold that God will 
become like man because He will dwell with man while a 
righteous man will become like God because he will 
dwell with God.°6 When The Lord visited Solomon for the 
second time He revealed that Israel would fail and be- 
come the object of mockery and ridicule among nations, 
but for now it would be the envy of the world. At that 


time silver became so common that it had little value. 


36 Matthew 1:21 declares, “And she will bring forth a Son, and you 


shall call His name JESUS,”* for He will save His people from their 
sins.” 
* Savior 
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Solomon did much and all of the deeds and all of 


Solomon’s wisdom is written down in the book called 


“The Acts of Solomon.” Unfortunately, Solomon’s son 
Rehoboam was not wise. When he took over, after his 
father’s death, he raised taxes until the kingdom began 
to spin into darkness and broke apart. Jeroboam?’ re- 
belled and took over many tribes who hated this King 
Rehoboam. Many years later, Baasha®® slaughtered all 
the descendants of Jeroboam. Then Zimri, commander 
of chariots, killed Baasha, all his family, friends, and rela- 
tives. Zimri later died in flames.°2 The kingdom was later 


controlled by Ahab who married Jezebel*° and together 


37 Jeroboam was the son of Nebat from the tribe of Ephraim. He was 
a superintendent over taxes in the court of King Solomon. 


38 Baasha means “boldness.” He was from the tribe of Issachar and 
was the commander in the army of Nadab who he also killed. 


39 Zimri was the son of Salu from the tribe of Simeon. He lasted only 
seven days after killing his master and usurping his kingdom. He was 
killed when his palace burned up. 


40 Jezebel was the daughter of the Phoenician king Ethbaal and 
grand-aunt of Dido, the founder of Carthage. Her name is now used 
as a synonym for a wicked woman. 
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they began to worship Baal.4*1 Jezebel encouraged Ahab 


to commit every evil thing. 


Elisha, the prophet, came to warn the people of 
their folly. He gathered and fed a hundred faithful follow- 
ers of God with a small loaf of barley bread. When all 
were done eating there was more bread than what they 
began with. Elisha told those gathered about Ahab, 


Jezebel, and those that followed their ways by saying, 


“They worship worthless idols, so they are worthless 


themselves.” Elisha then calls Jezebel “a pile of dog 
shit.”42 Later Jezebel dies by being thrown down off the 
city wall. Her body is then eaten by hungry dogs making 
the prediction come true. 


41 Baal was a fertility deity from Canaan, Syria, Persia, and other cul- 
tures. 


42 Most Bible translations use the wording of the more polite Victorian 
“dung” rather than the vulgar Anglo-Saxon usage of the term. | used 
the most detestable word known because it hits harder than saying 
something like “detestable doggy doo-doo.” | felt it gave you more of 
a sense of what Elisha was really saying. Elisha could have said 
Jezebel was “a dog” which is a high insult considering dogs were un- 
clean animals to the people of Israel. Elisha was saying that Jezebel 
wasn’t even worthy enough to be part of a dog and was no better 
than excrement of that unclean animal. Now that was an insult on top 
of an insult. 
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When King Josiah took over he recited an entire 


book called the “Book of the Covenant.” Josiah then re- 


newed the covenant in The Lord’s presence, and kept all 
the laws and decrees with all his heart and soul. None 

before or after turned to God with all their heart as Josi- 
ah4s did. Because of Josiah’s righteousness, all the peo- 


ple pledged themselves as well. 


43 Josiah was the great-grandson of Hezekiah, the pious king of Ju- 
dah, and reigned 31 years before he died in a battle with Pharaoh-Ne- 
cho II from Egypt. 
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Circa 950 BC 


Love’s Wonder in The Song of 
songs 


Many waters cannot quench love, neither can 
floods drown it. Love is as the aromatic incense of frank- 
incense, yet as thorny as myrrh. It is as fragrant as cedar 
and fir, yet stains like henna blossoms. Love is as beauti- 
ful as the rose of Sharon with the perfume of spikenard. 
Relaxing as calamus, love is as magical as mandrakes, 


yet spicy as saffron and cinnamon. 
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Circa 930 BC 


Vapor: Solomon’s Life Lesson called 


Ecclesiastes 


People have to learn over and over again that you 
should rejoice and do good to be good. From what | 
have observed, no lesson from life is truly new. We don't 
really seem to remember the past, and future genera- 
tions will not remember what we are doing now. It is 
strange to me that a wise man is remembered no longer 


than a fool. 


What do people get for all their hard work? No mat- 
ter how much we gain we will never be satisfied. In all 
my pursuits | found out that gaining wisdom and knowl- 
edge was just chasing the wind. | found out that all the 
pleasures | enjoyed were empty. | found out that having 


everything you want was misleading. 


But then, | realized everything comes from God. 
Pleasure is given to man so life is not overwhelming. 


God is the one who allows man to have wisdom, knowl- 
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edge, and joy. God has decreed that for everything there 
is a season, a time for every activity under heaven. God 
made everything beautiful for its own time. One beautiful 
thing He did was to plant “eternity” in every human heart 
so that we can understand that what God decrees goes 
on and on. That is why nothing is truly new and why 
what is happening now has happened before and will 


happen again. 


We say that idle hands begets poverty, but isn’t it 
better to have quiet hands than two hands that work 
hard chasing the wind? Too much activity gives you rest- 


less dreams rather than a peaceful night's sleep. 


Life’s wealth is meaningless because no one can 
take it with them, even though many have tried. People 
have no more wealth when they die than when they were 


born, so there is no lasting profit in hard work. 


| have seen men work hard to get great wealth and 
then never get the time to enjoy it. So, enjoy what you 
have rather than wanting what you don’t have. Dreaming, 
scheming, and working for nice things is just another 


way we chase the wind. 
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Life is funny and full of contradictions. For example: 
It is better to have sorrow than laughter because sorrow 
refines us while laughter turns us into a fool. | found out 
in living my life that much wisdom comes from much 
grief. | am lighthearted when life is good but when ad- 


versity comes, | consider what brought me there. 


For the most part, people don’t appreciate what is 
done on their behalf. Accept God’s plan for you and ap- 


preciate what He gives you. Both good and bad come to 
you from God for your profit and learning. Life teaches 
us that hearing the rebuke from an old sage is better 


than hearing an entertaining song from a young fool. 


It is good when you have someone to help you up if 
you should fall down. Even though this association 


makes life easier, you will still feel the sting of the unfore- 
seen. It doesn’t seem fair that everyone suffers in unex- 
pected ways. The fastest doesn’t win the race, the best 
warrior is killed, the wisest man goes hungry, the most 


skilled is poor, the educated person fails as if they were a 


fool. 
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Even after the greatest planning, no one knows 
what is going to happen in the end. Just one foolish 
thing can ruin a lifetime of many good works. You can 
dig a great well that furnishes a whole city with life-giving 


water and then you trip, fall in, and drown. 


Just remember, we are all in this life together and 
no one is going to be perfect. We all do wrong even if we 
are trying to be good. So, be tolerant of others because 
they are just like you. We all fall short of the virtuous life 
we intended to live. You will find that the wisdom of tol- 


erance will soften the harshness otf life. 


Young people have great hope in many pleasant 
days to come, and if they grow old they will have lived 
through many dark days. Just remember, no matter how 
you decide to live out your days, you will have to make 
an accounting to God. Don’t let the excitement of youth 
make you forget your Creator. Without a remembrance of 
Him, whatever you decided to do in life will be meaning- 


less. You will find yourself chasing the wind. 


Here is my final conclusion: God will judge us for 


everything we say, do, and think about; whether it be 
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good or bad. Therefore, fear God and strive to obey His 


commandments completely, for this is everyone’s duty. 
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Circa 800 BC 


Jonah’s Lesson From The Lord 


When The Lord told Jonah to go to Nineveh,*4 he 
ran. Jonah boarded a ship heading for Tarshish* in- 
stead. On the voyage the ship was caught in a storm. 
The captain asked all aboard to pray to their gods. The 
crew found out that Jonah was running away from The 
Lord which frightened them. Jonah told the captain and 


crew to cast him into the sea for he had sinned. At first 


they wouldn't, but the storm got worse. 


44 According to https://www.britannica.com/place/Nineveh-ancient- 
city-lraq Nineveh was the oldest and most-populous city of the As- 
syrian empire and was situated on the East bank of the Tigris River 
located near modern day Mosul, lraq. 


45 According to https://biblenhub.com/topical/t/tarshish.htm Tarshish 
was a Phoenician City in the south of Spain. 
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As soon as they threw him in the sea, the storm 
stopped and a great fish swallowed Jonah whole.‘® He 
was in the fish for three days and three nights. He 
prayed. The fish spit him out and Jonah found himself in 


the land of Nineveh. 


Jonah then went to Nineveh to shout: “You have 40 
days to repent before being destroyed.” The people be- 
lieved and began to fast and pray. The king declared that 
the people must repent. When God saw they stopped 
doing evil and humbled themselves, The Lord withdrew 
the planned destruction. Surprisingly the people’s repen- 
tance angered Jonah. 


Jonah complained to The Lord and said, “Just kill 
me now! I'd rather be dead than alive if what you had me 


predict isn’t going to happen.” Then Jonah went out of 


46 The actual fish was large. Such large fish have been caught and 
have also been suspected of swallowing people for food. Some ex- 
amples of such finds include: https://www.viralnovelty.net/two-broth- 
ers-caught-giant-fish-can-swallow-whole-man/ or https://www.nbc- 
boston.com/news/local/oh-my-god-im-in-the-mouth-of-a-whale- 
Cape-cod-man-recounts-moment-he-was-swallowed-by-a-whale/ 
2404002/ or https://knowledgenuts.com/giant-catfish-that-eat-hu- 
mans/ or http://www.deccanchronicle.com/lifestyle/viral-and-trending/ 
05041 6/swallowed-alive-man-survives-inside-whale-s-stomach-for- 
three-days.html. This last site is not secure. 
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the city. Not far from the city he made a shelter to wait 
and see if The Lord would destroy the city at his request. 
A leafy plant provided Jonah shade where he set up 
camp. Then the plant died. This made Jonah sad. At the 


time of the plant’s death The Lord talked to Jonah and 


said, “You are sorry at this plant's death. Shouldn’t | feel 


sorry if a great city were destroyed?” 
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Circa 750 BC 


Hosea Learns What The Lord Feels 


| Know what you are like now Israel. The Lord com- 
manded | should marry one who plays the prostitute. 
She has brought me nothing but grief and heartache. Is- 
rael is like that two-timing wife of mine. Israel, you have 
left your husband to bear the children of many false reli- 
gions. Your former strength in The Lord has turned into 


the rotted wood of worldly ways. 


Like unchecked noxious weeds in a farmers field, 
you are replacing a good and useful harvest with poiso- 
nous choking vines. The richer you get the more pagan 
you become. You’re a two-timing nation. The Lord said 
you play the prostitute but, you don’t even charge! You 
love shame. You hate honor. You don’t take responsibility 


for your actions and then point a finger and pass the 
blame. You are glad when others sin, stumble, and fail. 


You have broken your vows and seem to be proud of it! 


Your good thoughts are replaced by a desire for 


wine, women, and song. Have these sins made you 
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crazy? Has wine robbed you of all common sense? You 
have deserted God and think that throwing sticks can 
predict your future. You think crystals and smoke can 
give you advice. Have you gone mad? You stumble in 
broad daylight because you don’t Know The Lord. You 
refuse to know The Lord! When the night comes you will 
fall. 


Let us return to The Lord that He may bind up our 
wounds and restore us. The Lord gives you this mes- 


sage: 


“| want you to show love, not make sacrificial offer- 
ings. | want you to know Me personally rather than su- 
perficially. You broke My covenant and betrayed My trust 
by willfully practicing every kind of sin. | want to heal 
you, redeem you, and save you from the sorrow that 


awaits those who abandon Me. 


“But, you have turned away from Me and looked 


everywhere except to the Most High. You don’t look for 


Me or even think of Me as you mingle with the godless. 
But, that is not enough evil for you! You plot against 


good people who try to follow Me. 
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“You have sold yourselves to sin and you act like 
the rules don’t apply to you. When you reject what is 
good you become like a useless broken bow, good for 
nothing but kindling for the fire. This behavior brings 
about your destruction. You may forget Me and what | 
want you to be, but | still hold you accountable for what 


you do. 


“You claim, ‘The prophets are crazy’ and declare, 
‘Those inspired men are fools!’ They are my watchmen 
and as they warn you of the trouble you are bringing on 
yourselves, they are met with hostility. It will be a terrible 


day when | turn away and leave you on your own. 


“Make progress. Do you not know that by eating the 
fruits of your lies, the once strong fortifications of your 
freedoms are crumbling? Instead of cultivating wicked- 
ness and harvesting a crop of sins, plow up the hard 
ground of your heart by seeking The Lord. Then, plant 
the good seed of righteousness and harvest crops of 


love. 
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“Cry out to Me, ‘Forgive all our sins and graciously 
receive us, so that we may offer You our praises.’ My 
love shows no boundary. | will be like a refreshing dew. 
Live under my protecting shade for | am the One who 
hears your prayers and cares for you. | am like a green 
tree that always bears ripe fruit. Let the wise understand 
that the paths of The Lord are true and right. Know that 
the true and right people walk in My paths. ‘Now’ is the 
time to seek The Lord, that He may come and shower 


salvation on you.” 
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Circa 720 BC 


Life’s Lessons in Proverbs 


You are a fool if you trust other people more than 
you trust God. Those who use God’s wisdom are safe. 
All great nations begin with godliness. When the wicked 
gather there, they take away godliness, taking away 
hopefulness and happiness. Evil people desire not only 
evil for themselves, but evil for others as well. Be aware, 
therefore, that you may avoid a sad and terrible fate. 
People can make any plan they want, but The Lord de- 


termines the path that our steps take us. 


Reverence for God is the foundation of all wisdom. 


Knowing God results in every other kind of understand- 
ing. Seek The Lord’s will in all that you do and He will 
show you what path to take. Tie The Lord’s will on your 


finger tips; keep them deep in your heart. People who 
are disciplined in the ways of The Lord are on the path of 
freedom, life, and happiness. When the storms of life 


come they have a lasting foundation that the wicked 
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cannot tear down. As gold and silver are purified with 


fire, The Lord purifies His people with trials. 


Be with the wise to be wise. The godly care for an- 
imals as well as their fellows, but the wicked are cruel. 


You will know the godly with their kind words and their 
even-tempered understanding. They don’t hold back on 
doing good when it is within their power. They do not 
become the servant of the lender by trying to borrow 
their way to wealth. They don’t wear themselves out try- 
ing to get rich. They are wise enough to know when to 
quit after their needs are met. They don’t seek to place 


themselves over others. 


Ponder the path your feet are taking you. The 
commandments are a lamp preventing you from stum- 
bling in your walk. Knowing and doing right keeps you 
safe. Whoever loves this instruction from The Lord loves 
knowledge, wisdom, and understanding. The heart of the 
righteous studies for an answer. They will have wisdom 


better than gold and understanding better than silver. 


Don't fail to correct your children. Discipline won't 


hurt them, but it will Keep them from going through hell. 
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Those who don't correct their children don’t care for 
them. Those who chastise them love them. If the child is 
wise they will hear reproof and avoid evil. If they area 
fool, they will despise the parent’s instruction and find a 
troublesome-filled life. In their mouth will be the rod of 
pride. They will testify that the bread of deceit is sweet, 
but it will quickly fill their mouth with gravel. 
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Circa 690 BC 


Isaiah’s Call From God 


The Lord says, “Stop with your meaningless gifts! 
Your fasts are sinful and | hate your pious worship. You 
hear with your ears, but you don’t really listen. You are 
like the clay jar that said, ‘The potter who made me is 
stupid.’ You refuse to understand and will not learn. You 
will not Know peace and your good deeds will not help 
you. Why? Because you cannot see bright skies when 


you walk in a gloomy dark path. 


“How can you find Me when you have wanton eyes 
for things of the world? All plans fail without God. How 
can you hear My Truth when you make falsehoods your 
sanctuary? God calls you to repent, weep, mourn over 
your sins, and wear sackcloth. Instead you dance, play, 
feast, and drink. You only live for the day, therefore, your 
tomorrow will fail. Your life has hell licking its chops in 
anticipation of your arrival where you will find captivity 


and terror. Listen, for the life of your soul is at stake. It 
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would be better to turn to God so you can get good 


news about your future. 


“Instead of turning towards God you have taken off 
the breastplate of righteousness and replaced it with the 
luxurious cotton of vanity and pride. Don’t you know 
what you gather, you also eat? Your mouth stinks of per- 
verseness. You wear the lipstick of lies. Stop being so 
useless! Stop spending your strength on things of no 
lasting value. Stop pursuing your own purposes in My 
Name. Come back to the purpose that I, The Lord, have 
chosen for you. Fulfill the plan made for you before your 
birth. Truly listen to the words of Life for | have written 
the names of all My people on the palms of My hands. 
Be proclaimers of my messages of peace, salvation, and 
the news that The Lord God of Israel reigns. 


“This is what | want you to do: Wake up and flee the 
ways of the world. Free those wrongly imprisoned. 
Lighten the burden of those who toil. Remove oppres- 
sion and the chains that bind people. Share your food 
with the hungry. Give shelter to the homeless. Give 
clothing to those that need them. Do not hide from those 


needing your help. Stop pointing your fingers of blame. 
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Stop spreading vicious rumors. Help those in trouble. 
And, keep the Sabbath day holy. Don’t pursue your in- 


terests or talk idly on the Sabbath. Instead pursue Me 


and talk of Me and My goodness to you. 


“In exchange, | will ransom you and | will be your 
Savior. | will call you by name and you will be Mine. 
When you go through deep waters of trouble, | will hear 
you and be with you. When you wade the rivers of diffi- 
culty, | will make sure you do not drown. When you walk 
through the fire of oppression, you will not be consumed 
but will survive. When you leave life’s struggle | will treat 
you as an honored friend. | will overlook your faults. You 
will be precious and loved. | have made you and | will 
care for you. My friendship will be like a long cool drink 


of water amidst hot desert sands.” 
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Circa 630 BC 


Zephaniah’s Message of Babylonian 
Doom 


The Lord said, “The beauty of this city will be swept 
away and in its place will be heaps of rubble. Why? Be- 
cause the people no longer ask for My guidance or seek 
My blessings. They worship Baal, Molech,*’ the sun, the 
moon, or the stars. Fine. Their false gods can help these 
people, but they will find all their misplaced allegiances 
will not save them. Their silver and gold will not help 
them. Instead there will be a great slaughter for all those 


who have participated in pagan worship.” 


Wail in sorrow all you who sit complacent in your 
sins. You think The Lord will tolerate all this and protect 
you? Because you are sinning against The Lord, you do 
not have His guidance and you must grope around like 
the blind on your own. You will stumble into disaster and 


on that terrible day there will be bitter tears. 


47 Molech is mainly concerned with the termination of unwanted in- 
fants and children. 
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No one can tell Jerusalem anything, and it refuses 
all corrections. They believe no good comes to the right- 
eous and no evil comes to the wicked. The people in 
Jerusalem don’t trust God, and their holy ones now seek 


gain rather than The Lord. None of them know shame. 


When this land is purified, the rebels will have been 
swept to their doom. Those who are left will be lowly and 
humble, for it is they who trust in The Lord. Then The 
Lord will take delight in those humble souls with glad- 


ness. With His love, He will calm their fears. 
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Circa 605 BC 


Daniel Sees God’s Will in All Things 


This is the story of a lifetime, a story of patience 
and how The Lord works in our lives. As a young man | 
became a hostage of Babylon in 605 BC after King Je- 
hoiakim was replaced by the puppet King of Babylon, 
King Zedekiah. 


Someone thought | would be a good servant in king 
Nebuchadnezzar’s court so | went to school for three 
years to learn all my duties. The head instructor was 
Ashpenaz who taught me the Chaldean language, litera- 
ture, mathematics, astronomy, history, alchemy, and 
magic. Upon graduation | was to become a part of the 


royal counselor’s service organization in king Nebuchad- 


nezzar’s court. 


The first thing these Babylonians did was change 
everyone’s name since they had a hard time making 


sense of Hebrew and made everything fit into their own 


language. Everyone called me Belteshazzar. That is OK 


because they said, “Daniel” so horribly it irritated me. 
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They pronounced Belteshazzar eloquently and | 
seemed to be able to pick up their language easier than 
they could pick up Hebrew. Or maybe, they just couldn’t 


be bothered with my native tongue. 


From what | saw of King Nebuchadnezzar, he was 
not only arrogant like other kings, but he was often irra- 
tional and moody. On one occasion he got so irritated at 
his counselors for what he called “Their Manipulation” 
that he was not only going to kill them but every one that 
worked for them, INCLUDING ME! | was only a lowly 
staff advisor! 


When | asked about it, the king apparently had a 
secret. The sorcerers and magicians claimed to be able 
to reveal secrets, and yet they were unable to reveal the 
king's secret. Their lie was uncovered! | was allowed an 
audience with the king and was able to persuade him to 
hold off executions for just one more day so | could get 
the answer. As soon as | got the delay in the executions, 
| asked all those of faith to fast and pray for me that The 


Lord of Heaven would reveal the secret to me. 
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| woke up the following day and gave thanks to God 
in Heaven above, for the king’s secret had been revealed 
to me. When | went to the king | greeted him and said, 
“All of your wisemen, enchanters, magicians, and for- 
tune-tellers couldn’t reveal to the king his secret. But, 
there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He 


has revealed your secret to me because God wants you 


to understand what is in your heart.” 


| told the king that his dream concerned all the 
kingdoms that were to come, starting with his own king- 
dom represented by a golden head. When the last king- 
doms appear, with some being weak and some being 
strong, God would establish His kingdom which would 
destroy the works of all previous kingdoms. When | fully 
described his dream and what it meant, the king pro- 


claimed, “Truly your God is the greatest of all the gods.” 


He then appointed me chief over all wise men. 


Over the years the king saw other miracles. He 
would acknowledge these miracles as coming from God, 


yet seemed to be the same person as he always was. He 
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failed to change as a person even after witnessing great 


and marvelous things. 


Years later, the king had another dream. In his 
dream there was a tree that was so big the whole known 
world could see it. The tree grew so much fruit that it fed 
the entire world. But tragically it was cut down and noth- 
ing remained but the stump and roots. | said, “If only this 
was some good news. The tree is you and how you are 
seen by everyone in the world. You are seen, but you 
don’t see that the Most High God rules the world; there- 
fore, you must be brought low. Please take my advice. 
Stop sinning and be merciful to the poor so that you may 


continue to prosper.” 


Many months after this dream the king was on his 
roof looking over all the marvels of his kingdom. He de- 
clared, “Look at this great city. By my own power, | have 
this majestic splendor!” As soon as he said this he heard 
a voice declare, “You no longer rule this kingdom.” That 
very hour he went mad. Being unfit to rule he was cast 


into the wilderness many years until he looked towards 


Heaven for relief. 
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His found faith in God’s mercy caused his sanity to 
return. He praised God, and everything was restored to 
him. The king proclaimed to all the people, “Now I, Neb- 
uchadnezzar, praise, glorify, and honor the King of Heav- 
en who is able to humble the proud.” He lived the rest of 
his life united to God’s will, having an eternal faith in 


Him. 


When King Nebuchadnezzar died, the new king, 
Belshazzar, did not have faith in God. I, Belteshazzar, 
told king Belshazzar in all earnestness, “You know of all 
the things God did with King Nebuchadnezzar. | implore 
you to humble yourself now before God does. Honor 


God and He will honor you.” 


Despite my warning, King Belshazzar defiled The 
Lord by taking items from the Temple and used them in 
pagan ceremonies. While at one of the king’s pagan 
feasts, a hand appeared before the king and carved in 
the wall “Mene Mene, Tekel, Parsin.” The king was terri- 


fied at this apparition. All the wise men were called but 
no one knew what these words meant. When | was 


summoned before the king | translated the writing on the 
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wall. | told the king, “This means, “Your days are over.’ 
You have been weighed by The Lord and found lacking. 
Now your kingdom will be given to the Medes and Per- 
sians.” That night King Belshazzar was killed and re- 


placed by Darius the Mede.*® 


Under Darius, | was appointed supervisor over all of 
the kingdom’s governors. Many were jealous and, know- 
ing my habits, persuaded the king to pass a law forbid- 
ding prayers directed toward any power but the king’s 
power. These people then arrested me for praying to The 


Lord. | made a plea to the king against this action. 


The king realized he had been tricked and then 
thwarted by the written law. By decree of the written law, 


| was thrown in a den of lions for the night. King Darius 
said earnestly to me, “May your God, whom you serve 


so faithfully, rescue you.” King Darius stayed awake all 
that night praying and fasting for me. When the daylight 


broke, the king hurried to me and shouted, “Daniel, ser- 


48 According to H. H. Rowley in his book “Darius the Mede and the 
Four World Empires in the Book of Daniel” published in 1935, Darius 
the Mede was most likely a 62-year-old Viceroy of Babylonia under 
the king of Persia, Cyrus the Great. Darius is thought to be Cyaxares 
Il. 
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vant of the living God, has The Lord rescued you?” | 
replied, “Yes, o king, the Living God shut the mouths of 


the lions,” and then the king had me pulled out. 


As a reward of their deceit to King Darius, those 
who rigged my demise were thrown in the lion's den for 
the night. King Darius then sent a message to his king- 
dom proclaiming, “Tremble with fear before the God of 


Daniel.” 


Have faith in God, as those with faith will be pre- 
served against the adversary of faith. Even when we are 
shameful and disloyal, The Lord is merciful and forgiving 
when we trust in Him. The Lord smiles on us and helps 
us through our difficulties, not because we deserve as- 
sistance, but because He is kind and understanding to 
those with faith in Him. Therefore, turn to face Him rather 
than turning your backs on Him so that He may guide 


your feet in the path towards home. 
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Circa 600 BC 


The Lord Answers Habakkuk’s 
Questions 


Lord, there is no justice, only wickedness. Verbal 


and physical violence is everywhere. | call for Your help 
but You don’t listen. You are lazy and let the wicked sur- 


round the righteous. Why do You allow this iniquity with- 


out judgment? Why must | be here in this place, and how 


long must | pray before You’ll do something? 


“Lam doing something. You will be doubttul it is 
from Me when |! tell you: | am raising up the Babylonians. 
They are cruel people, fiercer than wolves. And, they are 


deeply guilty, for their strength is their god.” 


Do you plan to wipe us out because of our many 
sins? How can You use the Babylonians when You can’t 


stand the sight of evil? Why do You stand by and let 
someone more wicked take over? They will claim their 


gods are more powerful than You! 
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“I! see far into the future, even to the end. Goodness 
seems slow in coming but it will come. The righteous will 
live by faithfulness. However, wealth destroys people by 
making them arrogant. The more they get the more they 
want; they can never be satisfied. Greed has swallowed 
up many people as it has My people. What sorrow awaits 
those who always want more! 


“The people here have become rich by graft, and 
crookedness, and theft, and all kinds of dishonesty. Peo- 
ple believe wealth gives them security but it ends up 
dooming them. What sorrow awaits them. In the end they 
will be naked and disgraced. What good is the idol of 
wealth when you realize it has deceived you this whole 
time? This evil must end and the Babylonians are the 
ones | have chosen to do this.” 
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093 BC to 585 BC 


Ezekiel Begins to See Visions on 
July 31, 593 BC 


|, Ezekiel, have been here in Babylon for some time. 
Last night The Lord showed me a scroll covered with fu- 
neral songs, words of sorrow, and pronouncements of 
doom. The Lord then said, “Let My words become a part 
of you.” Then He told me to eat the scroll that He had 
shown me. | was very puzzled how something so awful 


could taste so good. 


The Lord told me that He had a special task for me 
because | was just as stubborn as the Jews and would 
be determined enough to get the job done. If a righteous 
person turns away from The Lord, none of his past good 
deeds will be remembered by The Lord. If Jerusalem 
was doing this, | figured they probably won’t come back, 
because no person twisted by sin recovers. But that was 
not for me to decide. All | Knew was The Lord wanted me 


to issue a warning, because He was about to call 
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Jerusalem’s loan to be paid in full. They had to pay for 


the detestable sins they had purchased. 


The question arose in my mind as to how Jerusalem 
could be sinning, for they were keeping the Sabbaths 
and honoring the holy Festivals. When | had this thought, 
The Lord said to me, “Do you want to see what they are 
doing to drive Me from My Temple?” | then saw hidden 
rooms covered with engravings of crawling animals and 
detestable creatures. | saw people in the Temple wor- 
shiping various idols and heavenly objects. | saw how 
the leaders of the Jews planned evil, and how murder 


and injustice was everywhere. 


The Lord told me that the people had set up idols in 
their hearts, and they had embraced things that made 
them sin. | saw how stubborn they were and that even if 
Noah, Abraham, Job, and Moses all showed up, they 
could not change this nation. Only God could do that. 
The Lord told me, “When you meet them and see their 
behavior, you will understand that what is to be done to 


Israel is not without cause.” 
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Israel holds Sodom in contempt, because they were 
prideful lazy gluttons. But Israel surpasses them with 
their eagerness for sin. The Lord placed Israel in the cen- 
ter of the known world for a reason. When it was time, 
The Lord told me He would scatter His people with the 
sword for their refusal to obey. A third would be de- 
stroyed. A third would be scattered into the known parts 
of the world. And a third42 would be scattered to the un- 


known parts of the world. 


The Lord asked, “Do you think | like to see wicked 
people die?” Then He answered, “I don’t! | want to see 


them turn from their wicked ways and live. But if | don’t 
act, this blatant wickedness will continue. Right now, 
they are in a state where they don’t even hide their 
crimes. People have to pay to be protected. The poor, 
the orphans, and the widows are wronged and op- 
pressed. Holy things are despised and treated as a joke. 
Those with power accuse others so they can kill them 


and take their possessions. People rape their own sis- 


49 According to https://bibleask.org/in-revelation-what-is-the-signifi- 
cance-of-one-third/ one-third means a great part, but not a major 
part. 
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ters. They practice murder for hire, and run loan and ex- 
tortion rackets. This is just the beginning if it is not 
stopped. They should be utterly ashamed of what they 
are doing, but they are proud that they get away with so 


much.” 


When | met them | saw how insincere they were. 
They wanted to play, not pray! They wanted to hear what 
| said, but they just wanted to be entertained so they 
could laugh at me behind my back. | finally had enough 
and told them: “When all these terrible things happen to 
you, you will Know a prophet was among you. You all 
remind me of the parable told of Oholah and Oholibah. 
Their husband wasn’t good enough for them so they 
lusted after other lovers with genitals as large as a don- 
key’s and emissions like those of a horse! Your mothers 
are Hittites and your fathers are Amorites! Like these 
hated people, you too, have turned your back on all 
knowledge of God!” | really lost it, but of course, nothing 
sunk into those stubborn skulls. | returned to my home in 


Babylon feeling | failed my people. 
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The Lord told me on the way home, “If you had 
failed to deliver My message you would have been re- 
sponsible for their death, but you warned them and they 
failed to listen. What will happen will be their own fault 
and you will be safe. Because they are a faithless, use- 
less people | will throw them in the refiner's fire and they 


will be purified.” 


The Lord showed me that when the people return, 


they will no longer have stoney stubborn hearts but ten- 
der responsive hearts. The Lord told me, “I will end their 
Captivity and they will accept responsibility for their past 
shame and unfaithfulness.” The Lord then showed me 
that one day all of Israel shall be gathered together 
again. We were divided in the days of Jeroboam and Re- 
hoboam with much war and hatred. | asked The Lord, 
“How can a people who never forget or forgive come to- 


gether again?” 


The Lord answered, “Take two sticks, one repre- 


senting Judah and the other representing Israel. When | 
put them together, they will once again be just one stick. 


| will gather them from all nations to this place and unite 
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them as they were in the days of David and Solomon. 
They will no longer be divided. This will happen in the far 


distant future, but it will come to pass. 


“This gathering will frighten everyone and they will 
send a vast army that will approach this land from the 
North. When it appears they will have the victory, | will 
step in and destroy most of these invaders. It will take 
seven months to find and bury all the dead. All things will 
be renewed, and a new river will flow through the desert 
to the Dead Sea and turn it into fresh water where fish 


will live. Therefore, have hope.” 


End Note: 


On January 8, 585 BC a survivor from Jerusalem told 


Ezekiel that Jerusalem had fallen. 
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Circa 588 


Jeremiah’s® Difficult Duty 


Urijah was one of the many that prophesied against 
the people’s ways and had to flee. He went clear down 


to Egypt, but they captured him there and brought him 


back to Jerusalem where he was executed. | was afraid 
for my life, but The Lord told me, “You must go wherever 
| send you and say whatever | tell you. Before you were 


even born, | gave you this task to do.” 


But when | went to work, Israel would not admit its 
many awful sins. They would chant at the Temple, “We 
are saved!” and then go right back to doing wrong. 


When a thief is caught, he feels shame. Whenever the 
people of Israel are caught they tell me, “Il have done 


nothing wrong,” then laugh, and accuse me of being a 


false prophet. They have no remorse or reverence. They 


50 The Hebrews did not use a “J” sound. Most of the words we read 
with a “J” are Greek spellings of the word. The “J” has a “Y” sound in 
Hebrew. In the Hebrew language “Jeremiah” is spelled 1n°n7 and 
sounds more like you are saying, “yo-may-who.” 


86 


What | Heard 


want to hear the words of a real false prophet like Hana- 


niah and call him “chosen of The Lord.” 


The people quote useless knowledge and tell 
ridiculous lies to justify their evil thoughts and deeds. 
They stubbornly follow their own desires of pleasure 
seeking. They have chosen nefarious paths and have 
forgotten The Lord God. Their sins have robbed them of 
the only things worth holding on to. They have turned 
away from the true God, and now make offerings to the 
Mesopotamian goddess Ishtar>' and call her the “Queen 
of Heaven.”52 They read horoscopes from their sup- 
posed “star gods” to forecast their fate and future out- 


lined in the stars.5° They search for every futile and fool- 


ish idol god who are not gods at all. 


51 According to https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ishtar- 
Mesopotamian-goddess Ishtar was the Mesopotamian goddess of 
war and sex and was the protectress of prostitutes and also the pa- 
troness of the alehouse. 


52 According to https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ishtar- 
Mesopotamian-goddess Ishtar was later known as Queen of Heaven 
by taking on the powers of Anu (high sky god), Enlil (wind god), and 
Enki (water god and lord of the earth). 


°3 According to https://www.scifacts.net/human/why-astrology-start- 


ed/ astrology started as far back as 3,000 BC in Mesopotamia. How- 
ever, the available records point to the Chaldeans and Babylonians 
circa 1,000 BC. 
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When | could show testimony against the people of 
Israel to The Lord, He told me, “Jeremiah, No longer pray 
for this people. No longer weep and beg Me to help 
them. My people sin as though commanded, and evil is 


chiseled into their stony hearts.” 


The Lord continued, “They don’t listen and they 
don’t want to hear. They would rather abandon My in- 


structions and cast Me from their heart even when | am 
on their lips. | am tired of always giving them another 
chance only for them to refuse to change their evil ways. 
Their falsehoods have brought them destruction, but My 


future for them will bring them back to Me. 


“Israel is like a dear child whom | must discipline, 
yet | still love them. When the jar spun on the potter's 
wheel doesn’t turn out like he wants, the potter crushes 


the clay and starts over. | will do that here. My crushing 
will continue until | am finished with all that is to come. In 
the days to come, you will understand what | have said 


is true. 


“| have plans for My people — a plan of goodness 


for them. You will see me deliberately uproot this nation, 
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and | will deliberately plant it. Therefore, you can have 
hope for the future. When you pray, | will listen. If you 
look for Me wholeheartedly, you will find Me. | will once 
again lead My people home to walk by quiet streams on 
smooth paths where they will not stumble. | will make a 
new covenant with My people that will be written deep in 


their hearts.” 


End Note: 


The Babylonian Empire was established along the 
rivers that lead into the Persian Gulf. At around 626 BC 
the New Babylonian Empire became the most powerful 
nation of the known world for a short time, usurping the 


powerhouse of the Egyptian Empire. 


Zedekiah was born in 618 BC. At 21 years of age 
Zedekiah was appointed to replace king Jehoiakim, who 
was carried off into Babylon. Zedekiah disappointed 
Nebuchadnezzar as a puppet king, because Zedekiah 
was proud, rebellious, and did the same things as Je- 
hoiakim did. So, in 588 BC Nebuchadnezzar sent his 
army to Jerusalem. The siege of Jerusalem lasted two 


years. 
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On July 18, 586 BC, Zedekiah slipped out of the 
city at night and headed towards the Jordan Valley, but 
only traveled about twenty miles before he was captured 
near Jericho. Zedekiah was transported to Riblah, about 
250 miles to the North, where he was punished. Zedeki- 
ah first witnessed the executions of all his officials and 
all the heads of the established Jewish royalty. Next, 
Zedekiah witnessed all his family being slaughtered just 
before his eyes were gouged out. They then marched 
Zedekiah to Babylon in chains to live out the rest of his 


life. 


The captain of Nebuchadnezzar’s Guard, Neb- 
uzaradan, was then tasked with destroying all the walls 
and important buildings as well as breaking up and 
transferring all bronze and other precious metals to 
Babylon. While at this task they found about 70 other 
important people hiding in the city. All those they found 
were sent to Babylon for exhibition and trial before they 


were put to death. 
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Circa 586 BC 


Obadiah’s Letter to Edom 


The wisest of all of Job’s friends was from Edom.°4 
Once wisemen came from you, but now you are fools. 
You are deceived by your own pride. Friends set traps 
for you. Why did you refuse to help your brother against 
invaders? You shouldn’t have gloated over Jerusalem’s 


defeat. You should not have rejoiced. 


The day is near when God will judge the godless. 
All your evil deeds will fall back on your head. Punish- 
ment shall be poured out. There will be no survivors. 


There will be no rescue. 


54 i? 


Edom is southwest of modern day Jordan, between the Dead Sea and 
the Gulf of Aqaba. 
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Circa 585 BC 


The Five Lamentations of Jeremiah 


Poem One: What Sin Doth Bring 


Once a sea of people, Jerusalem lies deserted. 


How the great do fall. 


Celebrations are now turned into mourning. 


Women cry over their starving children. 
This is what sin doth bring. 


Jerusalem’s beauty is broken up. 


Her splendor is but a faded memory. 


People now gasp in horror. 


A filthy rag in place of her once silken gown. 
This is what sin doth bring. 


Jerusalem’s sins were woven into ropes. 


Those who departed are hitched to the yoke of captivity. 


Plump grapes of prosperity crushed. 


The wine of wrath made by the adversary’s feet. 
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This is what sin doth bring. 


Sins brought me comfortless weeping. 


In no future do | hope- 


Only a sick heart from what sin doth bring. 


Poem Two: Sinner's Reward 


The Lord’s mercy couldn’t be found in preserving The 


Temple. 


He withdrew protection to bend His bow against His 


people. 


Jerusalem treated The Lord and his servants as 


enemies. 


Holy festivals and Sabbath days did not soften Israel’s 
heart. 


The Lord blotted out Jerusalem’s memory and withdrew. 


His Law and His prophets were rejected. 


Now Jerusalem is forced to hang its head in shame. 
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It’s children’s and babies' lives ebb away in the streets. 


Jerusalem invited all these terrors. 


They called these terrors as if they were guests invited to 


a dinner feast. 


But the feast turned out to be the bones of Jerusalem’s 


children. 


Consumed were Jerusalem’s hope and beauty. 


Poem Three: Mercy From Anger 


I’ve felt the rod of The Lord’s anger as he took me 


into darkness to break my bones. He bound me in heavy 
chains and buried me in a cold grave. He dragged me off 
the path like a lion to tear me into pieces. He mocked me 


in song and gave me gravel to eat. 


Everything | had hoped for is gone. Yet, | still dare 
to hope when | remember this: “The faithful love of The 


Lord never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is His 


faithfulness. His mercies begin afresh each morning.” 
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Then | say to myself, “The Lord is my inheritance there- 


fore, | will hope in Him!” 


| will wait quietly for nobody is abandoned from The 
Lord forever. Why should we complain when we are just- 
ly punished for our sins? Instead, we should examine our 


ways of sin and rebellion. Call on the name of The Lord 


deep within the pit of despair and say, “Lord, you are my 
lawyer! Plead my case!” Then He shall answer, “Fear not, 


for | will aid thee.” 


Poem Four: Then and Now 


The people who once ate the richest food are now food 


for the jackals. 


The people that once wore the finest clothes, now 


search the garbage dumps. 


People who once looked like fine jewels, now look like 
soot. 


Once tenderhearted women, now heartlessly cook their 


children. 
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People who once had a grand illusion of themselves, 


now aimlessly wander in the street. 


Those who once set themselves up as a chosen people 


are now the shunned people of those around them. 


Poem Five: Prayer of Restoration 
Lord, remember us. 


We are orphaned, widowed, thirsty, beaten, and hum- 
bled. 


Those that sinned have been killed, yet we suffer the 


punishment they deserved! 

Joy has left our hearts. 

Are You still angry? 

Will you still continue to forget us? 

Restore us Lord and bring us back to You again! 
Give us back the joy of life. 


We no longer reject You; please don’t reject us. 
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Circa 536 BC 


Chronicles of Ezra’s People 


The history of our people is a history of sin. | refuse 
to drink and eat when | sorrow over our many sins. | 
heard of the troubles in the land of our fathers, so | left 
Babylon about two weeks after the first day of our new 
year we hold each March 27. It took me nearly four 
months of travel. | am hoping my duties as a scribe and 
a teacher of the Law of Moses will assist my poor peo- 
ple. May The Lord God be with my people and may they 


learn what is being taught. 


Nehemiah, governor of Judah and cupbearer of the 
king, had me recite The Law of God to the people. Least 
they come under judgment of The Law, | implored them 
to be accountable to the binding covenants they made. | 
set out to remind my people to give thanks to The Lord, 
call on His name, praise Him in hymns, talk of His won- 
drous works and words, seek Him and His strength, 
serve Him with a perfect heart and a willing mind, be 
courageous in Him, and remember His covenants with 


us. They were not to desecrate The Lord’s holy day by 
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doing things like buying, selling, or working on the Sab- 
bath, but rather, remembering The Lord and His works. 
After The Law of God was read we feasted for seven 


days and had a solemn assembly on the eighth day. 


Each person is only on this earth for a little while. 
We have been given just a brief moment of grace. We are 
just visitors to this place, as if we were a stranger's pass- 
ing shadow. Yet, why is it that we are so slow to learn, 
and it is easy to forget The Lord God when He is the only 
one that can give us strength? Any type of wealth or 
honor we gain comes from Him! Why do we do what we 
do? 


Do you know what happens to good people who do 
bad, trying to do good? We are told to obey with exact- 
ness yet we always seem to turn to the right or to the 
left. This happened to Uzzah. He was a well meaning 
man. He wanted to do the right thing. When the oxen 
stumbled, and the Ark looked like it was about to crash 
to the ground, Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the 


Ark. He wasn’t told to do that! Was he an assigned Ark 


bearer? No, but he still decided to do the job of some- 


98 


What | Heard 


one else. And what did he get for his unsolicited help? 


The Lord struck him dead** as a lesson to us all. 


Do only what God tells you. No more, no less. Any- 


thing else is destruction for yourself or another fellow 
traveler. For example, you can’t serve in the Temple be- 
fore twenty years of age, you mustn't start your service 
later. Don’t marry outside the covenant. Marriage with 
someone with a different belief system destroys our reli- 
gion. This life will be better and easier when you learn to 
listen and obey with exactness, and without putting your 
own spin on things. Stop thinking you need to do every- 
thing yourself! The battle is God’s, not yours. Stop acting 


as if the battle was yours. 


The Lord will stay with you as long as you stay with 
Him. Whenever you seek The Lord, you will find Him. 


Hezekiah®§ sought God wholeheartedly and was given 


55 According to https://biblescan.com/search.php?q=Perez-uzzah the 
Israelites named the place this happened Perez-uzzah which means 
"to burst out against Uzzah.” 


°6 Hezekiah was the twelfth king of Judah. His prayer is said to have 
prolonged his life for fifteen more years. 
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more time on this earth as he requested. ZedekiahS’ was 
a hard and stubborn man that insisted on doing things 
his own way rather than taking the advice of the prophet 
Jeremiah, and his life as king was cut short. Learn this 
lesson well: When we do what we think is best, rather 
than what The Lord knows is best, we die. Do what The 


Lord requires, no more or less, and live. 


°7 Zedekiah was the twentieth and last king of Judah. 
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August to September 520 BC 


Haggai’s Message From The Lord 
On August 20, 520 BC The Lord said to Israel, 


“Look at what is happening here: You look forward 
to much, but little comes. Your dreams blow away like 
dust in the wind. You plant a lot, but you’re unable to 
harvest very much. You eat, but you still feel hungry. 
When you drink, you still feel thirsty. Your clothes don’t 
seem like they are warm enough for the weather. You 
don’t seem to be able to save any of the earnings you 
make. Why? Because My house, The Temple, lies in ru- 
ins while you are busy trying to build your own homes. 


You need to put Me first so | will put you first. Build My 
House!” 


At that The Lord’s people began to enthusiastically 
build The Lord’s House on September 21, 520 BC. 
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November 520 BC 


The Lord’s Message to Zechariah 


Your ancestors would not listen or pay attention, so 
they, and all their evil practices, are long dead. That must 
not happen again. Soon | will remove you from Babylon 


to Jerusalem because Babylon will build a temple and 


set “Beautiful Wickedness” on its highest pedestal. 


There will come a day when Jerusalem will have so 
many people there won't be enough room, and many will 
have to settle outside the city. This may seem impossible 
with such a small remainder of God’s people, but it shall 
happen. This is not done by force or strength but by My 
Spirit. Don’t despise small beginnings, but instead be 


silent before The Lord, in all humility, for He is about to 


act! 


To The Accuser, Satan, | have declared, “I The Lord, 
reject your accusations, Satan. Yes, The Lord, who has 
chosen Jerusalem, rebukes you. My people are like a 


burning stick snatched from the fire of doom and im- 
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mersed in My living water to sprout again.” The Lord of 
Heaven's Armies says, “I will remove the sins of this land 


in a single day!” 


From now onwards, judge fairly, show mercy, be 
kind, don’t oppress, don’t scheme, but be just 
instead. You must tell the truth rather than lie. Do things 
that lead to peace. Your ancestors refused this message 
and turned their pleasant land into a desert. | am planti- 
ng seeds of peace and prosperity among you, so don’t 
be afraid. Instead, be confident and strong, and continue 


to rebuild the Temple. 


Rejoice, O people of Zion, for your King is coming! 
He is righteous and victorious, yet He is humble, riding 
on a donkey. His blood will rescue His people like a 
shepherd rescuing his sheep. My people wandered as 
lost sheep, but | will redeem them even though | have 


scattered them among the nations and few are left. 


The suffering flock will watch as thirty pieces of sil- 
ver are counted and thrown down in the Temple of The 
Lord. They will strike down the shepherd and scatter the 


sheep, yet My people will be purified in the fire to come. 
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Long after, the nations will gather against 
Jerusalem’s restoration and the city will be taken, looted, 
raped, and half its inhabitants killed. When the Mount of 
Olives splits in two, the remaining people will flee 
through this valley and The Lord will go out to fight. After 
this, Jerusalem will be safe and never again be de- 
stroyed. Living waters will flow out of Jerusalem bringing 
life to all. 


When | have poured out My Spirit, they will look 
upon Me whom they have pierced, and grieve bitterly for 


what they have done. | will say of the wounds upon my 


body, “I was wounded at the house of my friends.” 


On that day | will open up a fountain that will 


cleanse My people from all their sins and impurities. 


Then they will call My Name and | will answer, “My peo- 


ple.” They will return with, “The Lord is our God.” 
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Circa 465 BC 


Esther Saves Her People 


Esther is my Persian name. The name of my birth is 
Hadassah.*® Marduka is my cousin, known to me as 
Mordecai. We are sometimes scared of doing the right 
thing. | thought | would be killed as | approached the 
king. One had to be invited and | wasn’t. To do what | did 


means death, but | was desperate and had to try. 


Instead of death, the king welcomed me gladly, and 
| was able to reveal an evil plot against my people which 
the king stopped.°? Sometimes we can’t see Who has 
led us until we look back on all that has happened. | 
have learned to walk in the direction of faith, not in the 


direction of fear, or anger, or pride. 


58 According to the American Tract Society Bible Dictionary, Esther 
was born near the Tigris, nearly five hundred years before Christ. Ac- 
cording to Easton’s Bible Dictionary, Hadassah means “The myrtle” 
while Esther means “A star.” The Book of Esther was also said to be 
more historical than any other book of scripture. According to the In- 
ternational Standard Bible Encyclopedia Esther was the wife of Xerx- 
es, King of Persia. 


59 The Jews still commemorate this deliverance in the yearly festival 
Purim. 
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Circa 450 BC 


Malachi’s Message From The Lord 


| have always loved all of you, but you have nothing 
but contempt for My Name. You ask, “How?” You dis- 
honor Me with false actions, lack of respect for others, 
being disgusting, and cheating each other. You don’t 
honor the right actions important to Me. You say, “What 
is the use of serving God? What good is obeying com- 
mandments or feeling sorry for sin?” You say, “It is too 


hard to serve The Lord” and you turn up your nose at My 


commands. 


| want you to make up your mind to honor My 
Name. The purpose of My covenant with you is to bring 
life and peace. You do that by walking with Me in a good 
and righteous life. But you have left God’s path and the 
knowledge of Him so you could walk in the paths of sin. 
You pick and choose what instructions you wish to fol- 


low and you choose which instructions to ignore! 


Your unfaithfulness is reflected in your family life: 


Your heart and eyes wander, and you divorce as a token 
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of your unfaithfulness. Why do you betray each other? 


Because you betray Me! 


For those who honor Me, | will say, “These are My 
people,” and they will be treated as a special treasure. 
On that day, you will see what it is like to be one of those 
who serve God and those who do not. That day of 


judgment will come. 
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Circa 3587 AD 


The End of Our World 


The Jewish people often “missed the mark” by 


wanting to know about things that really didn’t apply to 


them. Some of them wanted to know about the very end. 


This was so far into the future that it had no practical 
value but it was “their dime, not mine.”©° Really, people 
should want to know what only applies to them. That 
makes sense but doesn’t take into account human cu- 
riosity. 

Even now we want to know because we are curi- 


ous. People ask, “When is The Second Coming?” or 


“When is the end?” | can pretty much guarantee that the 


end for you, me, and anyone else reading this book is 


60 According to https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php? 
term=It%27s%20your%20dime the phrase of “your dime, not mine” 
is preemptively used to remind the caller that they are paying for the 
call in an attempt to have them reconsider the importance of placing 
the call. Likewise, it is important to consider what information to seek. 
Information gathered may be worthless, cause worry, or create an 
obligation. We should; therefore, carefully consider what we are after. 
We might end up realizing that ignorance was bliss if the knowledge 
we gain creates a heavy burden to carry. 
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less than a hundred years away from the time these 
words are seen. That’s when Jesus’s second coming is 
for us. But how about for the whole world at once? | am 
sure that there will be many things which will happen 
that make it seem like the end for everything is 
posthaste. For many it will be the end. For others life will 
go on. The earth is destined for many ups and downs 
but, those things will unlikely be the end for everyone at 
once. Your guess about the end time is as good as mine, 
but | am sure it is not soon. But isn’t this guessing miss- 


ing the mark? 
Here it is anyway. 
Scenario: 


The year: The year of “The Peacemaker” far into the fu- 


ture e.g., 3587 AD 
The season: All of them at once. 
The time: The whole day in one moment. 


Past events: Four world wars. The last two world wars 
significantly reducing the world’s population. Periods of 


extended peace and widespread prosperity after each 
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major world war follows. The earth axis moves and is 
unstable, making the weather and natural plant cycles 
difficult to predict or control, bringing about food short- 


ages. 


The Main Event: A heavenly body collides with the earth 


destroying all life. 


The following are the Words of The Prophets Concerning 
The End (Arranged from the shortest to the longest word 


count.): 
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Nahum 


The Lord is loving, good, and slow to anger. But do 
NOT use this as an excuse to abuse Him for He is great 
in power. He is jealous and vengeful with rage when you 


oppose Him. 


Why do you scheme against The Lord? Don’t you 
know He can destroy worlds with no more effort than a 
man swatting a pesky fly? Who is this wicked advisor of 
yours who plots evil against The Lord? You cannot stop 


Him from coming. What sorrow awaits! 


You will hear what sounds like the crack of many 
whips, the rumble of wheels, the pounding of hooves, 
and the wild clatter of a sea of chariots. The Lord will 
show how vile the filth of the earth is and wipe it clean 
with one blow. He will not need to strike twice. His fire 


will devour all and there will be no escape. 


Micah 


Listen. The Lord is coming! The mountains will melt 
beneath His feet. Why? Because of rebellion. | mourn 


and lament because the wound is too deep to heal. 
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The people don’t despair nor are they ashamed. 


They should have anxiety over the bitterness of The 


Lord's judgment. Their men and devices of war cannot 
protect them. Say, “Farewell” for there is no hope. Sor- 


row awaits those with evil plans, for The Lord repays evil 


with evil. The Lord is about to confiscate all things. 


The people say, “Don’t tell us to repent. We cannot 


be destroyed and can repel any object that threatens 


US. 


Your society has stripped all children of everything 
that God would give them. Your society is filled with sin, 


and you have ruined society completely. The prophets 
you hear say, “I'll preach to you the joys of wine and al- 
cohol.” That’s the type of prophet you like. You pay them 


to tell you what you want to hear. 


Your leaders should know right from wrong, but 
they instead hate good and love evil. Your leaders hate 
justice and twist all that is right. They build on murder 


and corruption. 
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What wrong has The Lord ever done to you? Why 
are you tired of Him? He has told you what is good, lov- 
ing, and right. For this you hate Him? You should love 
mercy and you should walk humbly beside God. Instead, 
you lie so much you are not capable of telling the truth. 


There is not one honest person left alive. 


Because His final judgment is coming you will plant 
crops but will never harvest them. Despite every possible 
advancement, all the nations of the earth will be embar- 
rassed by their feeble power, then they will tremble in 


terror. They will experience fury as never before. 


Joel 


Wake up you drunkards and weep. The fields of 
grapes are ruined and all the wine is gone. Dress in 
burlap and weep, for the day of The Lord is near. How 
terrible that day will be. The Day of The Lord will be a 
day of dread. 


Before then, The Lord will restore Jerusalem and 
bring His people back from all over the world. Armies of 


the world shall march against them. When they have 
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gathered in the valley of Jehoshaphat, the valley of deci- 
sion where Jehovah judges, God will roar with thunder to 
destroy all the foreign armies. They will never be able to 


conquer Israel again. 


Before the greatly astonishing and terrible day of 
The Lord, sons and daughters will have prophetic 
dreams and men and women will see visions of warning. 
People will wonder what is happening as The Lord sends 
strange symbols of blood, fire, columns of smoke, a dark 


sun, and a blood moon. 


On the last day of the earth people will see the 
earth heave up and charge at them like an endless sea of 
war horses with the roar of chariots, fire, and a great and 
noisy army all at once. Fire will burn in front with flames 
behind. Nothing living will escape and all things will be 
consumed. People will be gripped with terror as they feel 


the earth quake and see the heavens tremble. 


Don't tear your clothing in grief, but tear your hearts 
instead. Perhaps The Lord, who is merciful and compas- 


sionate, will give you a reprieve. But who can call on The 
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Lord who is not even thought about? But, those that do 


remember and call on The Lord will be saved. 


After that terrible day of The Lord's coming, God’s 


people will never be disgraced again. 


Amos 


This is what The Lord says: “I will send down the 
wall of fire to slaughter the people. | will not let them es- 
Cape unpunished for they have rebelled against Me and 
My children. The people will be swept away in a mighty 
whirlwind of fire. The fastest will not be able to flee. The 
strongest will be weak. The most courageous soldiers 


will drop their weapons and run. 


“All the people are negotiated with but they still re- 
ject The Lord, refuse His ways of peace, trample help- 
less people, and shove the oppressed out of the way. 
Can two people walk together without agreeing on the 
direction to go? You refuse to walk with Me even as My 
ambassadors talk with you. | never do anything without 
first revealing My plans through My servants the 


prophets. They are My messengers. 
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“False prophets will tell you what you want to hear. 


True prophets will declare this message: ‘This people has 
forgotten how to do right. Listen to The Lord you fat 
cows who oppress the poor and crush the needy. No 
matter what God does, you refuse to return to Him and 
His ways of peaceful living. He would rather have you 
come back to Him and live. Instead you twist justice and 
treat good people like dirt. You despise those who tell 
the truth. You unfairly impose taxes and charge unfair 
prices. You take bribes. The number of your sins and 
depth of your rebellion knows no bounds. Turn your 
courts back into true halls of Justice that |, The Lord, 


might have mercy.’ 


“Some people will prematurely say, ‘If only The Day 
of The Lord were here now!’ You have no idea what you 
are wishing for. It will not be a day of light and prosperity 
like you think, but a day of darkness and doom that you 
will dread. That day will be like running from a lion only 
to meet a bear. Yes, The Day of The Lord will be a hope- 


less day. 
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“What sorrow awaits you people. You push away 
every thought of the coming disaster and do as you 
wish. But the problem is, your actions only bring that day 
of judgment faster. You sing songs, drink wine, and care 
for nothing but your pleasure and excitement. Your party 


will suddenly end. 


“| will command all your homes, great and small, to 
be smashed to pieces in a single day with a great fire- 
filled wall. | do this because you turn justice into poison, 
bitterly destroy righteousness, and brag about crushing 


people beneath your feet with your own strength. 


“Your food sources will be devastated before fire 
burns up the depths of the sea and melts the land. | will 
no longer ignore your sins, but bring them to an end with 
melting shaking fire. You will be like a small bowl of ripe 
delicious fruit devoured by a starving man until it is com- 
pletely consumed in one sitting. 


“You will mourn, not celebrate. You will weep, not 


sing. You will starve, not feast. You will fall down and 
never rise again. Not one person will escape. If you are 


deep in the earth, you will be found. If you are high in the 
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heavens, you will be pulled down. Even if you are at the 
bottom of the ocean, you will be burned up in an instant. 
All those who say, ‘Nothing bad will happen to us’ will 
die. 


“But after it is all over, the earth will be reborn and 


prosper. Grain and grapes will grow faster than they can 
be harvested. Gardens and groves will never again be 


uprooted.” 
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End Note 


The world teaches that changing your environment 
changes you: “Feel better about yourself, buy a new 
car!” The world would like to shape human behavior as it 
sees fit, but Christ can change the very essence of our 
nature. When Christ changes the nature of people, the 
people change their environment through their new 
found eyes: “I am a child of God therefore, | have joy 


now and hope in the future.” 


1 John 2:15-17 states; “Don’t love the world and 
what it offers. Those who love the world don't have the 
Father's love in them. Everything that belongs to the 
world: selfish desires, what people see and want, and 
everything in this world that people are so proud of — 
none of this comes from the Father; it all comes from the 
world. The world and everything in it that people desire, 
decays and crumbles to dust; but those who do the will 


of God live forever.” 


| Know humans are proud. We overestimate our 


abilities and underestimate outside factors. It is our un- 
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doing. How we see the world influences the things we 
detect and seek. We need to work at understanding this 
and perhaps adjust how we see things. If we are willing, 


we will begin to see ourselves with new eyes. 


In the ancient world of the Mayan, they carved in 
stone the Tree of Life®’ to represent the connection of 
the solid world we consider reality to the fluid world of 
the sky not fully understood by the human mind. They 
knew there was more than just straightforward cause 
and effect. To dismiss strange coincidences as happen- 
stance was not only shortsighted, but revealed an unwill- 


ingness to glimpse into a deeper reality. 


Carl Jung explained that the occurrence of related 
events, not caused by conventional cause and effect, 
show we have meaningful coincidences in our life.®2 
Synchronicity can be explained as a phenomenon from a 


higher power that provides a glimpse into a reality that 


61 You may read more about this Mayan myth of Yaxche: The Tree of 
Life at https://www.historicalmx.org/items/show/1 41 


62 You may read more of Carl Jung’s ideas in his book, “Synchronici- 
ty: An Acausal Connecting Principle” found at https://vdoc.pub/doc- 
uments/synchronicity-an-acausal-connecting-principle-4est6rika500 
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exists beyond our everyday reasoning. When we look 
out for these seemingly coincidental events and recog- 
nize them as meaningful, they seem to happen more fre- 
quently, and bright colors make their way into our other- 
wise dull existence. If we are to benefit, we must recog- 
nize things as meaningful, then follow the clues and see 


where they lead. 


Long ago those who were most willing to take risks 
often did better than those who did not take risks. The 
trait of being willing to face danger still drives us to seek 
the rewards of risky behavior. Our environment is much 
safer today. There is no need to take great risks in order 
to survive, but our inner urge that drives us to live dan- 


gerously is still there. This can work to our disadvantage. 


One of the problem traits we inherited includes ac- 
curately predicting where we are going. We don’t see 
slow-moving disasters, because our minds are built to 
respond strongly to quickly moving stimuli. We respond 
well to risks that are here and now, easy to see, and easy 
to fix or avoid. Slowly moving social changes often don’t 


stir much of a response in our minds. We often find our- 
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selves caught off-guard by slow-moving mistakes such 
as our tendency of excess calorie consumption, or our 
consumption of little sins. We, as humans, often delay 


taking another direction unless a crisis forces our hand. 


Black Swan events® are rare, so they are not a part 
of our everyday experiences. We are never ready for 
these types of events. The future? We don’t like to think 
about what will be, because if | have to plan for the fu- 
ture it feels like something is being taken away from me 
right now. That viewpoint works against all of us. One 
example is my failure to exercise. Exercise is hard and 
often mind numbing. Exercise makes me sore. Exercise 
is painful in the here-and-now. | don’t see any immediate 
positive results of exercise, only negative ones. Those 
positive results that | do happen to notice don’t seem to 
last very long. Now, if | decide to go to the kitchen for my 


favorite snack | get immediate rewards. | like that! 


63 The term “Black Swan” was popularized by former Wall Street 
trader Nassim Nicholas Taleb, who wrote about the concept in his 
2001 book, “Fooled by Randomness.” You may read the book at 
http://dixiederivatives.com/Taleb/FooledByRandomness.pdf This site 
is not a secure site. 
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First ingredient for disaster: 


Monkey see, monkey do.“ 


Being social is an essential part of a normal, healthy 
human life, and the consequences of being left out can 
be great. If we are around people, we copy them. It is in 
our nature. Power really does corrupt, but it needs our 


help to do it. Corruption is a team effort.®© 


It is therefore important to be around those we want 
to be like. Hopefully you want to be a decent person and 
hang out with decent people. And hopefully if the old al- 
liance is less than you thought, you have enough self-es- 
teem to drop them and find someone else decent to as- 


sociate with. 


64 For more information behind this saying go to https://www.vocabu- 
lary.com/articles/dictionary/why-do-we-say-monkey-see-monkey-do/ 


65 For more information look at, “Why Corruption Matters: Under- 
standing causes, effects, and how to address them” evidence paper 
on corruption January 2015 at https://assets. publishing.service.gov- 
.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/ 


406346/corruption-evidence-paper-why-corruption-matters.pdf 
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Second ingredient for disaster: 


Lack of correct beliefs. 


The sense of personal disaster is a moving target. It 
changes with experience. For example: Worldwide, 
about 1,350,000 people die every year in car 
accidents.®§ My experience with driving desensitizes me 
to that number. | have never been injured in an automo- 
bile accident, and | am a better driver than | used to be. | 
don’t think twice about jumping into a car, yet it is the 
most hazardous activity | engage in. | could die and | 


seem to act as if | don’t care. 


It sounds like I’m making up a story when | say that 
all the engineering and regulations to make us safer on 
the road doesn’t ever reduce vehicle deaths. Why? Be- 
Cause most drivers will change how they drive depend- 
ing on the road and how they feel. If conditions are safer, 
people tend to take more chances. New safety measures 


usually mean we take more chances while driving. 


66 See https://www.cdc.gov/injury/features/global-road-safety/in- 
dex.html for the statistics. 
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Take for example anti-lock brakes. They should re- 
duce accidents, but they don’t. When anti-lock brakes 


first came into use in Germany, researchers decided to 
conduct a study of their effectiveness. This study was 
done over a period of three years. Half of the study 
group were given anti-lock brakes and half were not. Ac- 
cidents for those with the old braking system remained 
the same. Those with the new anti-lock brakes had more 
accidents. Why? Because the drivers using anti-lock 
brakes felt safer. They felt they had an extra safety mar- 
gin so they drove faster, turned harder, and braked hard- 


er than those without the anti-lock brakes.§7 


67 See “IMPROVED SAFETY THROUGH IMPROVED TECHNICAL 
MEASURES?” from The National Academies of Sciences, Engineer- 
ing, Medicine at https://trid.trb.org/view/457353 for more details. 
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The final ingredient for disaster: 


Proud competitiveness. 


When we are concerned about how we can get 
what we want in life or being right, no matter what it 
takes, we tend to walk over people. Some of those peo- 
ple are our potential support system. Pride can seep into 


everything that we are and ruin all that we should be. 


Prideful people are competitive by nature. They 
want to have the edge and do better than those around 
them. When we have a proud attitude, we often pit our 


will against God saying, “My will, not Thine, be done.” As 
Paul said in Philippians 2:21, they “seek their own, not 
the things which are Jesus Christ’s.” The proud person 
wants to hear others say, “He’s the man.” John 12:42-43 
says it this way: The proud love “the praise of men more 


than the praise of God.” 


Wouldn’t it be better pleasing God, rather than ele- 


vating ourselves above everyone and trying to outdo 
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each other? The proud person thinks not. A proud per- 
son hates it when someone else is better at something. 
They think this makes them lower in the pecking order. 
Since their proud belief is, “Everything affects me,” they 
are known for such things as being easily offended, hav- 
ing self-pity, holding self-justified grudges, and self-con- 
ceit. They will often seek worldly self-fulfillment, or in- 
dulge in self-gratification. Because they are always trying 
to position themselves, they can be boastful or defen- 
sive. They might argue, fight, strive to be in charge, 
abuse others, create contention between people, and 


create disturbances to further their position. 


Proud people need inferior people around so they 
can prove they have a higher value. Their self-esteem is 
measured depending on where they are on the ladders 
of success. They feel worthwhile if others are beneath 


them in achievement, beauty, intellect, or talent. Pride in 
a person is hideous when concluding, “If you succeed, | 


am a failure.” The prideful person loves to justify their 


cruelty. For example they may justify a hard heart to- 
wards charities by saying, “They deserve what they get” 


with the justification of: “Poor people are shiftless and 
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lazy” or “Poor people are not competent enough to 


work.” 


Proud people are not likely to change their mind, 
because it would imply they have been wrong. Pride 
brings people into desperate conditions, because 
humbly admitting they acted incorrectly is almost impos- 
sible. When people decline to change their wrongful 
ways, then destruction is the only alternative left in stop- 
ping their insane quest. Otherwise, everyone would be- 
come more and more savage and wicked until they were 


all spiritually dead. 


Compare the world in which we live with ancient 
Jerusalem and with Sodom and Gomorrah. Our world is 
filled with an abundance of pride. Many people are filled 
with so much arrogance and pride that it becomes al- 
most impossible to reason with them. Hate has become 


so contagious that reconciliation also seems impossible. 


Often, tragedy is unraveled in someone of promi- 
nence. Sometimes they are placed in a vital role against 


their will. Some character flaw is manifest and personal 
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catastrophe follows despite their best efforts against the 
inevitable. In the Old Testament, the life of King Saul 


stands out in this tragic story of pride. 


In the first years of Saul’s kingship, he was humble 


and knew God’s superior wisdom by asking the prophet 
Samuel for counsel. But as time passed, he became un- 
principled and was prepared to do anything to achieve 
his own will. He was willing to manipulate everyone, even 
his children. Saul changed from someone who was 
humble and pure into a person who stood alone, angry, 


and immovable. 


Saul engaged in a series of prideful decisions that 
caused his own death, the deaths of his loved ones, and 
the destruction of all his hopes. Saul was not a quitter or 
coward, but he was proud and wouldn’t change. This 
happens again and again. Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
later Jerusalem, were destroyed as a result of this same 
pride. The people became selfish and haughty, and re- 
fused to unite in the cause of righteousness. Likewise, 
our prideful, arrogant world will eventually cause it to be 
destroyed by fire. 
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Proverbs 13:10 of the Good News Bible says, “Ar- 
rogance causes nothing but trouble. It is wiser to ask for 
advice.” When we have pride and want to look like we 
are the best is when we head for trouble. When we stifle 
our pride and look for ways to understand other people, 
we will be more likely to create meaningful positive mo- 


mentum. 


For example, many have strong polarized political 
opinions that warp the way they interact with others. 
They end up causing conflict because they try to con- 
vince others they are wrong. Why don’t we try to truly 
understand the other person's position and why they feel 
the way they do? Wanting to be right more than wanting 
to be understanding of others degrades relationships 


with coworkers, friends, and family members. 
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How to overcome pride 


(Can one be humble about being proud?) 


There are a lot of good people in the world that 
don’t see things the way | do. Just because they don’t 


have my outlook on life has never given me reason to 
alienate them. | realize | might not understand something 
that they have knowledge about. Could this desire to 


understand others be the secret of peaceful living? 


| remember a friend who taught me a secret of living 
a happy life. He said, “You can be right, or you can be 
happy.” Remember: before you engage in a conversa- 


tion, think about how the two of you might end up. 
Question your motives and ask yourself, “Do | want to 
win, or do | want a good relationship?” When frustrated, 
it can be natural for the pride inside to say things like, 
“You never think about ...” or “Stop being such a close- 
minded jerk!” | have often been non-thinking by saying 
things with this tone. Talking this way keeps me from de- 


veloping meaningful connections or being open to an- 


other person’s views. 
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Try to never say, “never” and always try to avoid, 
“always” or any other type of absolute. These words are 
rarely true. Getting defensive and making assumptions 
are common in disagreements, especially when people 
don’t share the same beliefs or experiences. In these in- 
stances, try to keep an open mind. When you walk a 
mile in someone else’s shoes, it becomes easier to main- 
tain a polite conversation, and you just might learn 


something you didn’t know before. 


Ask how their perspective has been shaped, and 
seek to understand rather than trying to prove them 
wrong. Or, at least, try to just listen. You can disagree 
while still respecting the other person’s words. You might 
find out that your separate views were closer than you 
originally thought. All of us should get rid of hateful 
comments and practice politeness when we have differ- 


ences of opinion. 


Conversations can be opportunities to grow closer 
together, rather than further apart. Remember, you can 


ask the Savior to be on your side. He can help you make 
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positive changes when it is difficult to do so on your 
own. As you remove pride, you will more likely find a de- 
crease in contention in your world and a greater sense of 
peace and joy in your conversations with others. You 
might even find out that your self-worth no longer has 


anything to do with how you compare. 


The world is always trying to tell us that our self- 


worth is determined by how we look, or perform, or talk. 
A person’s true worth should come from knowing they 
are children of God dwelling in His house. If this is true, 
then self-worth can’t be measured by any earthly com- 


parison. As a child of God, you should know He loves 
you, and His love for you never changes even if you do. 
His nature is that of complete unchanging love. Being 
children of God includes many things. Some of them are 


as follows: 


1-Living righteously brings us one step closer to re- 


alizing our divine potential. Sin, on the other hand, low- 
ers our sense of self-worth, because we don’t see our- 


selves as a child of God anymore. We do not need to be 
like God to be loved by Him but we need to be like God 
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to know that He loves. At times when we are out of 
touch with that love, we should focus on Jesus Christ’s 


Atonement for us, which can help us focus on our future 


loving relationship rather than our God-hate filled past. 


2-When Jesus washed the feet of his apostles, he 
taught us to serve one another. By helping each other 
out, we can draw closer to Jesus Christ and become 


more like Him. Serving another can be as simple and 


easy as rejoicing in another person’s success. Instead of 
feeling jealous over another’s success, we should sin- 


cerely congratulate them. When we are happy for other 
people, we gain an understanding of how God rejoices in 


OUr SUCCESSES. 


3-The Lord loves gratitude. Count your blessings 
and rejoice in everything. Allow yourself to feel glad 
about your victories, even if they are tiny. When you ac- 
complish something, write it down and check it off. It’s 
good to rejoice in even the little things. Eat a bowl of ice 


cream and rejoice, or you can refrain from eating a bowl 
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of ice cream and rejoice. The important thing is you are 


glad about what you decided to do. 


In the end, our worth has nothing to do with how 
much we cross off our check-lists, who our friends are, 
or even what talents we have been given. Our divine 
worth is forever, and it comes from who we are: divine 


children of God. The more we try to reach that potential, 
the more we'll discover our eternal worth. Be grateful for 


who you are and where you are going. 


4-Love yourself as God loves you. Psychologist 
Maxwell Maltz says an inferiority complex and a superi- 
ority complex are merely opposite sides of the same 
counterfeit coin, for no one is truly inferior or superior to 
anyone.®8 People are just different from each other. Ac- 
cept yourself as a unique person without comparing 
yourself to others. Doing this will help you love yourself 


properly without conceit or contempt. 


68 If you would like to read more about Maxwell Maltz’s ideas to may 
read the book “Psycho-Cybernetics” at https://dingwallasc.files.- 
wordpress.com/2020/03/pscyho-cybernetics-book-maxwell-maltz.pdf 
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If iniquity was part of your life, and you put it far 
away, then lift up your face and don't fear. You will forget 


your mistakes as if it were the waters of a river rushing 
by. Though you were dark, you will be like a bright morn- 
ing.©9 Forgiving yourself is an important dimension of 
self-love. God will forgive you and will remember your 


sins no more if you turn towards Him. 


Remember that you are a mental, physical, and 
spiritual being. You are three in one, similar to God. Re- 
member that you, others, and God are also three in one 
for we are part of a divine community. Loving yourself as 
God does, includes protecting your mental, physical, 
and spiritual life in order to complete your mission on 
earth. Being mentally strong includes steadily increasing 
your experience, knowledge, and wisdom, which in- 
cludes avoiding literature, movies, and conversations 
that would degrade your being. Physically we need 
proper rest, nutrition, and activity. Spiritually we need 
prayer, fasting from the things of the world, and reflect- 


ing on the Words of Life. 


69 Taken from Job 11:14-17 
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5-Please be wary of being overly zealous. | believe 
God wants us to live a balanced life. Faith to do good in 
the world is vital, but it should be accompanied by ap- 
propriate effort. Some have a godly social conscience 
and respond to just causes with great zeal. However, 
some people with a social or other just cause coerce 
people around them to use their time or means to help 
them complete “their” worthy cause. We are command- 
ed to Jove our neighbors,’° not manipulate them, even if 
it’s for a good cause. You shouldn't call in sick to work 
so you can attend church, or steal so you can pay your 
tithing. We cannot be so concerned about good goals 


that we are willing to do wrong to attain them. 


What all of this means is that we all have the oppor- 
tunity to become more than we are. Our nature is that of 
pride, which brings us conflict, which brings us war, 
which brings us death. We don’t have to walk that path. 
We can instead, choose a path of humility, which gives 
peace, which brings the world a united life, which will 
bring great advances, which will excel discoveries be- 


yond what we can currently imagine. The choice is ours. 


70 See Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 22:39, and Mark 12:31 
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And the best part of such a history making choice is that 
it can start with just one individual. That choice starts 


with oneself in everyday living. 
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The cover art and illustrations in this book were done by Garret 


Passmore. 
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